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1 * 
Hs baptizatur a Servo, et Remiſſam 1 daturus, 
ple non dedignatur Lavacro Regenerationis Corpus abluere. 
St. Cyprian de Bona Patien. 
Qui ad Remiſſam Peccatorum recipiendam hoc iple, facilius 
accedit, quod illi remittuntur * 2 ſed aliena Peccats. 
Sprien, Lib. III. Eis. 8. 
Now as Jannes and Jambres 22575 ae Moſes in the Wilderneſt, 
fo do theſe alſo refit the T Mex of corrupt Minds, repro- 
bate concerning the Faith. 2 Tim. Chap. iii. Ver. 8. 
Even denying the Lord that bought them. 2 Pet. Chap. ii. Ver. 1. 
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PREFACE 
LL Men, who pretend not to abſo- 
A lute Atheiſm, muſt acknowledge, that 
there is nothing of ſo great Conſe- 
quence as Religion: Tis the true Profeſſion, 
and the fincere Practice thereof in this World, 
that muſt qualify us for the Participation of 
thoſe Joys which ſhall be reyealed in another. 
But of how great Importance ſoever this 
may be, we yet find Men ſtrangely divided 
in their Opinions, Some, truſting to their 
own Sufficiency, walk by the mere Light of 
Nature: Others, deploring a fatal Corrup- 
tion, require a Revelation for their Guide; 
and, finding that their Minds are not ſuffi- 
ciently enlightned by the Rays of Reaſon, im- 
plore the Nluminations of God's Holy Spirit. 
Nothing can be more contrary than theſe 
Opinions; and, as their Contrariety reſpects 
a future State, nothing can be of greater Con- 
ſequence, than to determine which of the 


two ought to be embraced, | 
(a 2) Would 
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Would to God that every Man was & 
complete Maſter of the Arguments brought 
in Defence - of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation | 
Would to God that every Man would follow 
the Advice, and obey. the Precept of the 
Apoſtle St. John ; Beloved, believe ngt every 
Spirit ; but try the Spirits whether they be of 
God ! An honeſt and impartial Examination 
would infallibly confound the Devices, and 
baffle the Attempts of wicked and deſigning 
Men. Now, that this is an indiſpenſable 
Duty, will evidently appear from theſe follow- 
ing Conſiderations, | 
Hint, That fome Religion or other muſk 
be profeſſed, in order to the Salvation of our 
Souls, is indiſputably true, and univerſally 
acknowledged. And, if we conſider — 
Nature of Religion, viz. that it is the Wor- 
ſhip due to an Almighty Being, the Expreſs 
ſing of our Adoration of him, whom we 
ſtyle the greater Creator of the Univerſe, and 
the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all created Beings, 
we muſt confeſs, that we cannot perform 
this Worſhip in a Manner too ſolemn and 
_ devout; and that our Religion cannot be to 
ſpiritual and refined. 


But 
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But how can that Religion influence” oug 
Affections, that hath not firſt poſſeſſed our 
Underſtandings ? Tis from the Heart that 
true Devotion ſprings ; Words are inſigni- 
ficant ; Actions are lifele6 and inexpreſſive, 
when our Thoughts are diſengaged, and our 
Minds are unemployed about the Object of 
our Adoration. Principles that ſwim upon 
the Brain may indeed prevail upon us to 
comply with the Cuſtoms of our Neighbours ; 
but unleſs they fink deeper, and are rooted in 
the Heart, God will not accept our Offes- 
ings, nor beſtow upon us the Reward of the 
Righteous. 

For, in order to denominate an Action mo- 
rally Good or Evil, we muſt view the in- 
ward Man, and confider the Principles upon 
which he proceeds. *Tis our Intentions only 
that give a Sanction to our Actions, and 
make them well pleaſing to the God of 
Heaven, An Action may be good, and laud- 
able, and virtuous in one Man, which in 
another may be vile, and baſe, and finful, 
Thus, though we give our Bodies to be burned, 
and beſtow all our Gaods to feed the Poor, and 
baue not Charity, wwe become a ſounding Braſs, 
and a tinkling Cymbal. That is, if we beſtow 
pur Goods that we may purchaſe the Praiſe 

| of 
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of Men only, the Act loſes the Name of | 
Charity, and is nothing but downright, groſs | 
Hypocriſy. The Praiſe of Men we aimed 
at, but we looked no farther; this perhaps | 
we may obtain, but this ſhall be our ſole 
Reward. Thus again, when Abraham had 
reſolved to offer up his Son, his only-be- 
gotten Son Z/aac,' the Act, abſtractedly conſi- 
dered, had been bloody, barbarous, and in- 
human: But, being aſſured that this was a 
Command of God, and having reaſoned with 
himſelf, that God was able to raiſe bim up 
even from the Dead, the Principles upon 
which he proceeded took away the Guilt ; 
the Almighty ſtopt his Hand, pronounced 
him faithful, and the Friend of God. How 
highly then doth it concern us to examine 
our Principles, and to try our Thoughts ; 
that ſo we may be convinced, that our Acti- 
ons are truly Good, and may be therefore 
aſſured, that we ſhall not be diippointed of 
our Hope ! 

'Tis the Glory of the Chriſtian Religion 
that it can ſtand the Teſt of the exacteſt 
Trial, But how ſpiritual ſoever it may be, 
no Religion has ever been attacked with ſo 
much Warmth, or examined with ſo little 
Candour, It's Enemies are the Engines of 
Sat an, 
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Satan, which he artfully uſes to deſtroy the 
Happineſs of Mankind, Their Minds are 
generally tainted with Prejudice, which leads 
them to miſconſtrue every Thing which 
makes againſt them; a Practice baſe and 
mean | If this be the to which 
by the free Uſe of Reaſon, they have at- 
tained,” the Writer whom I have undertaken 
to examine is juſtly eſteemed their Head, 
and may properly enough be called the Ning 
of Deiſts. He has excepted not againſt this 
or that particular Doctrine, but againſt Chri- 
ſtianity itſelf ; againſt the Reaſon of our 


Hope in Chrift, as in our All-Sufficient Me- 


diator and Redeemer, 

The Reader will here give me leave to lay 
before him a general Account of the Diſpo- 
ſition I have formed to repulſe this Charge. 

The Firſt Thing that I have attempted to 
prove, is, that we are not in that State of 
Perfection, in which God created Adam : 
And this I have proved, from the Darkneſs 
of our Underſtanding, the Corruption of our 
Will, and the Forfeiture of our Natural Im- 
mortality. With Regard to our Underſtand- 
ing the Difference is eaſily to be obſerved. 
We know nothing of the internal Natures 
and Conſtitutions of Bodies; Adam, tis 

highly 
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highly probable; did. For God brought # | 
him every Beaft of the Field, and every Fowl 
of the Air; to fee what he would call them + 
and whatfaever dam talled every living 
Gen. ii. Greature, that was the Name thtreof. Doubt- 
'9* If thoſe Names were proper and ſignificant 3 
or it would not have been added, and whats 
ſoever Adam called every liuing Creature, that 
. an the Awe tray Alan's Underſtands 
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Duty; ſhew rhe any one Man, ſince Adam's 
Fall, (that has not enjoyed the Benefit of 
Revelation) of whom it can be ſo ſaid. 
There are indeed mamy Things to be met 
with, in the Writings of the Heathen Sages, 
traly worthy a Philoſopher; yet are they 
mixed with ſuch idle Notions, and blended 
with fuch abſurd Opinions, that the Mean- 
nefs of the one diminiſhes the Greatneſs of 
the other; and the dark Obſcutity of the 
htter eclipſes the ſhining Brightneſs of the 

The Corruption of our Will is ſtill more 
obſervable. We have proved that this muſt 
happen, according to the ſettled Laws of 
n upon a Suppoſition that Adam finned. 
Noo].]Ü ¾ 
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The PREFACE. 

Now though we cannot be juſtly puniſhed 
upon this Account, yet we are therefore 
Sinners, and, conſequently, can be entitled 
to no Reward, But becauſe our Author will 
have Sin to be of our own Election, I have 
proved, that if a Man once finned, he would 
eternally be expoſed to the Wrath of God, 
Penitence, (ſuppoſing that ſufficient to atone 
for paſt Offences) without the Grace of God 
exciting it, being in the Nature of Things 
impoſhble. And how is that Grace to be 
obtained, but by the Death and Sufferings 
of a God-Man ? 

But Thirdly, our Mortality is too evident 
to be denied. This we have proved was not 
antecedent to, and independent of Sin, but 
a juſt, neceſſary, and natural Conſequence 
of Sin. And, from theſe Conſiderations, 
we have proved farther, that a future State 
of Rewards is not diſcoverable by the mere 
Light of Nature. That the Soul is a Sub- 
ſtance different from the Body, is as evident 
as that it thinks ; but that Vice may be re- 
warded, is a Propoſition far more difficult to 
be conceived : And *till this can be fairly 
eſtabliſhed, let not mere Reaſon preſume to 
aſſure us of the Enjoyment of Endleſs Hap- 
pineſs. In vain does Mr, Chubb define Guilt 
(b) to 
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to be only the Non-Conformity of an Action 
to its Rule, and conclude from thence, that 
Guilt ceaſes with the Commiſſion of any 


z, Action; if this be true, I can diſcover no 


Occaſion for Penitence ; for what Puniſh- 
ment 1s due to him that 7s guilty of no 
Crime ? And yet this Man has immediately 
confeſſed, that whoever commits Sin is ſub- 
ject to Puniſhment, till God's Vengeance is 
fully ſatisfied, or till the Ground of God's 
Vengeance is removed. Now, if the Puniſh- 
ment due to Sin is to remain any longer 
than the Commiſſion of Sin, the Reaſon 
muſt be, that the Perſon was once guilty of 
Sin, and therefore is at this Time guilty of 
Sin: And this Reaſon will hold to all Eter- 
nity; and therefore the Vengeance of God 
cannot be ſatisfied; but by an Eternity of 
Sufferings. And it a Man by Repentance is 
to diſcharge himſelf from Guilt, or from 
vicious Diſpoſitions, the Ground and Cauſe 
of Guilt, that is, from the Ground and 
Cauſe of Puniſhment, that Repentance muſt 
be theWork of Eternity, becauſe the Ground 


ani Cauſe of Puniſhment will remain to 


Eternity. 
Our Author ſeems to be particularly 
plc aſed, with comparing the Guilt of an 
Action, 


The PRE EAC E. 
Action, to the Sphericalneſs of a ſpherical 
Body. He declares it to be equally abſurd 
to ſuppoſe that the Guilt of an Action re- 
mains, when the Action ceaſes, as to ſuppoſe 
that the Sphericalneſs of a ſpherical. Body re- 
mains when the ſpherical Body ceaſes, or is 
annihilated. * Now if Guilt'be the Property 
or Quality of an Action, (as he ſays it is,) 
then an Action becomes a real Subfance, 
becauſe no Property can poſſibly exiſt with- 
out a Subſtance. And the Conſequence of 
this, is, that our Actions, and therefore: our 
Guilt, cannot ceaſe to exiſt, but by a parti- 
cular Act of Annihilation. I have heard 
that Actions have been puniſbed or rewarded; 
but never heard, that they have been anni- 
hilated, Again, tis the Property of a Man 
to act; and therefore when, we ſpeak of the 
Property of an Action, ve ſpeak of the Pro- 
perty of a Subſtance, nich Subſtance is the 
Property of another Subſtance, This Coin- 


pariſon therefore muſt have been the Reſult 
of prodigious Reflection! If he pleaſes to 
reflect again, he will find, that he has la- 


boured under a Misfortune very incident to 
Men of his Capacities; and that is, that he 
at this Time thought, till he knew not on 
what he was thinking, 

(b 2) It 


I we conſider the other Side of the Queſ- 
tion, we ſhall find that the Guilt proceeding 
from Original Sin, is ſufficiently removed 
by the Death and Sufferings of our Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt, For he being truly Man, was 
capable of Sufferings; and being alſo the 
Son of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, he was able to endure, and did 
endure, infinite Degrees of Wrath at once; 
and ſo compleatly fatisfied the Divine Juſtice 
for the Sins of the whole World . Thus as 
by Man came Death, by Man came alfo the 
Reſurrection of the Dead. For as in Adam 
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As the Corruption of our Will is the Cauſe of Sin, and 
as this Corruption of our Will is owing to the Sin of Alam: 
Sin may be ſaid to proceed from an external Cauſe. But as 
the Conſent of our Will denominates an Action Good, or 
Evil, Sin may be faid to be per onal. Again, as that Biaſs, 
which is the Cauſe of Sin, cannot. by our own Power, be 
removed, (it being altogether as impoſſible to renew the 
Nature of Man, as to create a Man zj the Means of Salva- 
tion is certainly external. But, as we are, by the Spirit of 
God, enabled to overcome that Biaſs, we may be faid to 
be rewarded for perſonal Righteouſneſs, So that unleſs the 
Merits of Chrift are imputed to us, that is, unleſs that Sin 
which naturally accompanies the beſt of our Actions, is 
ſufficiently atoned for, no Fleſh will be able to abide the 
Severity of God's Juſtice, And this may ferve as a Suppl 
ment to what we have ſaid upon this Head, Page 63.66. 
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all died, nn fo. G77 foal a7 bo. mee 
alive. 

This Method of God's proceeding has been 
highly abuſed by this prophane Writer ; for 
God, ſays he, by ſuffering Adam to propa- 
gate a Race of Creatures naturally corrupt, 
thereby broke the Head; and by redeeming 
thoſe Creatures, only gave a Plaſter to heal 
the Wound; or was greatly cruel, to make 
way for the Exerciſe of his Mercy. And in 
another Place he has not ſcrupled to declare, 
that to ſuppoſe God would pardon penitent 
Offenders for the Merits Sake of a Redeemer, 
is the ſame as to ſuppoſe that God would do 
Evil, that Good might come of it ; and that 
this Blaſphemy might not be overlooked, he 
thus imptoves upon it; that God would do 
what is morally Evil, that natural Good 
may accrne thereby, both to the Redeemer 
and the Redeemed. Shall theſe Expreſſions 
be paſſed by unregarded | Ought not the 
Sword of Excommunication to be unſheath- 
ed; and its Edge tutned upon the Authors 
of fuch execrable, horrid Blaſphemy ! Ought 
not ſuch Performances to be highly cenſured ; 
to be condemned to be burnt by the com- 
mon Hangman t And what enhances our 


Enquirer's 
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Enquirer's Guilt, is, the uncommon Impu- 
dence with which he appeals to the Words 
of our Saviour, and puts the Iſſue of the 
Diſpute upon what Chri/t himſelf hath ſaid 
upon the Subject ! We have therefore 
proved, that Chri/t himſelf hath taught thoſe 
very Doctrines to which he objects. That 
what he delivered was indeed a Divine Re- 
velation ; and that he who delivered it was 
truly God co-equal with the Father. And 
therefore when our Author accuſes the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, he - accuſes Chriſt, and 
therefore God himſelf, of teaching Doctrines 
contrary to Truth, and to all the obvious Ab- 
pearances of Nature ! 

And now let any Man conſider friculy; 
whether he can reafonably expect to be 
happy hereafter, excluſive of the Merits'of a 
Redeemer, ſeeing, as our Enquirer himſelf 
has confeſſed, - we cannot attain to perfett 
Virtue, by Reaſon of the Weakneſs and Frailty 
of our Nature, If he cannot, with what 
Gratitude and Joy ought he to embrace that 
Religion, which, and none -but which, can 
fave him. 

And now I will beg Leave to add but 


this one Obſervation, and I have done, If 
* any 


/ 
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any of our Species have attained to perfect 
Virtue, have been compleatly Good, then, if 
God is infinite in Juſtice, and abundant in 
Goodneſs, he was concerned, he was obliged 
to ſecure thoſe Perſons from every Kind of 
Puniſhment, either Temporal or Eternal : If 
he does not, his moral Attributes will hardly 
be defended. But which of you convinceth 
the Saviour of the World of Sin ? He was 
defective, in neither Thought, Word, or 
Deed. If he was, produce the Inſtance, 
and let him ſtand condemned. If he was 
not, how is the Character of the Deity to 
be defended, in permitting him to be fo 
afflicted and tormented, for the Space of 
Thirty Years. By no Means can the Cha- 
rater of the Deity be defended, but by ac- 
knowledging, that he who ſo ſuffered was 
the Son of God, and that thoſe Sufferings 
were voluntarily ſubmitted to, for us Men, 
and for our Salvation, that he might redeem 
us from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf 
a peculiar People, zealous of good Works, Let 
us not therefore, till we can charge Sin upon 
our Saviour, preſume to deny any of thoſe 
Doctrines, which he was pleaſed to deliver. 


Theſe, 
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Theſe, with whateyer other Obſervations 
the Reader may meet with in the Courſe of 
this Anſwer, are humbly ſubmitted to his 
ſerious Confideration. If what I here offer 
may prove of any the leaſt Service to the 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity, I have obtained my 
End. My Intentions, I am ſure, are honeſt 
and fincere ; and this, I hope, will ſecure 
the Candour and favourable Judgment of all 
well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. 


AN 


ANSWER 


T O 


Mr. Cyuss's Enquiry, Se. 


y admired, is, by the Genera- 
Mp lity, ſo highly valued and 
eſteemed, that no Man has 
ever profeſſedly endeavoured 

to recommend Principles of 
N Error; or to affirm that the one was not 
3 far more eligible than the other: Whatever 

* Abſurdities Men will venture to maintain, 

we are {till told that they are ſeeking after 
Truth, If Hobbs or Spinoza endeavour to 
prove to us that there is no God; their De- 
fign, it ſeems, is only to diſcover Truth. And 
our Author himſelf has not failed to tell us, 
that he has never joined in any Religious 
B Party 


An ANSWER to Mr.Cuvuss's 


Party or Faction againſt Truth. He has told 
us that the Subject on which he has treated 
is of the utmoſt Importance; that a Miſtake 
therein may wound Religion in its Vitals, 
and thereby prove fatal to Mankind. For, 
as he goes on, if a Man ſhould be miſled 
with regard to what is the true Ground of 
God's Mercy to Sinners, then, if he be a 
vicious Man, he may by ſuch Error be with- 
held, or prevented, from rendering himſelf 
the proper Object of Mercy, and thus his 
Error may prove fatal to him. 

Now it may be worth our Author's while 
to conſider, that as Repentance is owned by 
Chriſtians to be neceſſary to Salvation, they 
may be ſaved, even ſuppoſing the Suppoſition 
of a Redeemer to be, as he ſays it is, abſurd. 
They repent of Sin as it is the Breach of 
God's Laws; and therefore (if Penitence 
be a ſufficient Ground for God's Mercy to 
Sinners) they are in a Condition at leaſt as 
ſafe as the Freethinker. If they have no 
Original Sin to be attoned for, they will have 
no need of a Redeemer. And as to actual 
Sin, they as ſincerely repent of it as other 
Men. But then if-Penitence only ſhould not 
be a ſufficient Ground of God's Mercy to 


Sinners, I need not ſay what will be our fu- 
ture 
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Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION. 
ture Condition. So that if, according to the 
Freethinker's Principles, the Chriſtian may 
be ſaved: and if, according to the Chriſtian 
Revelation, the Freethinker cannot be faved : 
If the Chriſtian ſtands upon a ſure Founda- 
tion, and if the Freethinker's Caſe be only 
hazardous ; ſurely it muſt be more prudent 
to profeſs that Religion which frees us from 
every kind of Danger. 

This Determination, I ſay, would be al- 
together prudent, even ſuppoſing that we had 
only preſumptive Arguments to prove the 
Neceſſity of a Redeemer. But when we 
conſider that there is no Man that doeth 
Good, and ſinneth not, and that Penitence only 


will, (as we ſhall hereafter prove) avail us 


nothing, we cannot any longer doubt which 
of the two will be the happier Man. 

Would our Enquirers after Truth ſeriouſly 
refle& on theſe Things, we have great Reaſon 
to expect that Religious Diſputes would be 


2 abhorred among us: We ſhould become the 
Fellow Servants of one common Lord, be 
one Fold under one Shepherd Jeſus Chri/?. 


There is nothing fo unnatural as Diviſions 


nothing ſo contrary to the Nature of Chriſti- 


anity as to foment Diſputes. But when, in 


| ſpite of Argument and of common Senſe, 
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Men will dare to publiſh irreligious Prigci- 
ples; Principles that are deſtructive of our 
Eternal Happineſs, we cannot chuſe but 


draw the Sword of the Spirit, and vigorouſly 8 
endeavour to oppoſe the Charge, Who is 


there, that conſiders the Nature of our Diſ- * 
pute, but will make himſelf a Party in our | 
Cauſe ! Who is there, that conſiders that God | 
himſelf became incarnate, and ſuffered Death 
upon the Croſs, to deſtroy the Works of the | 


Devil, but will warmly reprove thoſe Mon- 


ſters of Humanity that make him the Subject 
of their licentious Mirth ! Who is there, that | 
reflects upon the vaſt Importance of the Chri- 
ſtian Diſpenſation, but will earneſtly contend * 
for that Faith which was once delivered to 
the Saints ! Is our Author honeſtly diſpoſed ? * 
why then ſo many Quibbles and Equivocas- | 
tions ! Is he thoroughly ſatisfied that his Prin- 
ciples are true? why then are they not fairly 
defended ! Is he ſincere when he ſays he 
ſpeaks the Mind of Chri/t ? why then is our 
Saviour's Deſign ſo groſsly miſrepreſented! 
But this perhaps will be look'd upon as Judg- 
ment before Trial, We therefore haſten to 
examine his Diſcourſe, intitled An En- 4 
qutry concerning Redemption, wherein he bit- 
terly laments the Uncharitableneſs of ſome 3 
Author 55 4 


Enguiry concerning REDEMPTION. 
Authors, who have branded him with the 
Names of Deift, Infidel, Freethinker, &c. 
What? if he ſhall hereafter take upon him 
the Character of an Atbeiſt? methinks he 


has a fair Title to it, and therefore ought 


not to be any longer ſigbred. Infidelity is a 
common, vulgar Thing; but Atheiſm is ſome- 
thing more refined : And why ſhould he be 
uneaſy at his wearing that Badge of Honour ? 

But as he is a Man of a ſuſpicious Temper, 
he may look upon this as Ridicule; I ſhall 
therefore (not conſidering his Meakneſs,) pro- 
ceed to prove, that this is ſo very far from 
Flattery, that the Man is actually, and in good 
earneſt an Atheiſt, 

He tells us that he has inſiſted upon two 
Points of more principal Note, v2. Firſt, 
that Penitence is the only Ground of God's 
Mercy to Sinners; and Secondly, that 518 
Doctrine is true Chriſtianity. 

In Oppoſition to this Writer it ſhall be my 
Buſineſs to demonſtrate, (for the Matter is 
capable of ſtrict Demonſtration) 


I. Firſt, That Mankind is actually fallen 
from that State in the which God crea» 


ted Adam. 
II. Secondly, 
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II. Secondly, I will particularly confute 
whatever he has urged in Defence of 
his firſt Propoſition ; and ſhew that it is 
nothing but abſolute Atheiſm. 

III. Thirdly, I will ſhew that his firſt Pro- 
poſition is not true Chriſtianity. And 

IV. Fourthly, I will expoſe the Abſurdity | 
of what he has urged in his Preface. 


Firſt then we are to demonſtrate that 
Mankind is actually fallen from that State in 
the which God created Adam. 

And we begin with obſerving that there 
are uo Sorts of Perfection: The one is abſc- 
lute Perfection; the other is called Perfection 
in its kind, The former belongs to God 
alone, the Creator of all Things, and cannot 

be by him communicated to any of his Cre/- 
tures; for then every Creature would be 
God ; which is abſurd. The latter belongs 
to created Beings : Thus Man is faid to be 
perfect, if no Faculties, no Endowments are 
wanting to render him compleatly happy. 
That Man was created in this happy State, 
perfect in bis kind, is eaſily deducible from 
the Natural and Moral Attributes of God. 
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For God being Eternal, Omnipotent, &c. he rf 
muſt be infinitely happy in the Enjoyment of jn 
his 
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Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION. 
his own Perſections; and therefore nothing 
could determine him to create Man but his 
Goodneſs : Man therefore was created in or- 
der to enjoy Happineſs. And (Man being 
created a Moral Agent) this Happineſs, what- 
= ever it was, was to be obtained by an ap- 
proved Behaviour, by a ſteady Perſeverance 
in the Paths of Virtue : He muſt therefore 
be created with certain Powers ſufficient to 
enable him to perform his Duty, and ſo to 
entitle him to the promiſed Reward ; that is, 
Man was created perfect. 
Now the Perfection of Adam conſiſted in 
this: His Knowledge was clear and certain; 
elſe when he was prompted to do Good or 
Evil, he might miſtake the one for the 
other; in which Caſe Sin could not have 
been charged upon him. His Paſſions were 
 ſubmſſroe to, and eaſily to be governed by his 
Will; and both his Paſſions and Vill were 


Inot have been a free Agent. 

Thus, O Adam, didſt thou proceed from 
thy Maker's Hands, perfect, and upright ; 
2 cient to have flood, though free to fall ! 
Thy R-aſon was, undoubtedly, a noble Fa- 


I culty; a Gitt truly worthy thy bountiful Be- 


Wncfactor ; and altogether ſuſſicient to bring 
4 about 


governed by his Underſtanding ; elſe he could 
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about the great Ends for which he deſigned 
it. It pointed out the Diſtinctions between 
Good and Evil; chalked out the Way in the | 
which thou ſhouldſt have walked ; repre- 
ſented to thee the Neceſſity of doing Good, | 
and the certain Ruin conſequent upon ti 
committing Evil. If thy Paſſions, at any Time, | 
inclined thee to deviate either to the right | 
Hand, or to the left, Reaſorr preſerved thee | 
ſteady ; and hadſt thou but followed its Dic- 
tates, the Devi had in vain attempted to de- 
grade thee. 
On the other Hand, if the Underſtanding | 
be clouded and obſcured, flow to diſcern, and 
in Concluſions doubtful : If the Paſſions ſwell * 
high, and will not deign to be controuled : 3 
If the Will turns Rebel, and uſurps the Reins | 
of Government; what Confuſion 1 what 
Diſorder ! what Ruin muſt enſue ! hen ue 
would do Good, Evil is preſent with us: Every | 
corrupt Thought, every impure Deſire, every 
ſinful Inclination, will, by Turns, demand 
Admittance ; and the Will, being too weak 
to diſpute their Entrance, muſt neceſſarily 
afford them an eaſy Conqueſt. | A 
Now, that this is the preſent State of Man, 
is fadly true; and a very little Obſervation | 
will put it beyond all Doubt : We need only 
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Enguiry concerning REDEMPTION, 
look into owr/ebves, and ſearch our own Hearts, 
and we mult inſtantly be convicted. | 

Our Under/tanding is, at beſt, but weak 


Wand ſhort-fighted *; in natural Things ex- 

tremely defective ; and, in pointing out our 
Duty, ſtrangely dull and ſluggiſh. What Phi- 
loſopher ever yet pretended to account for 


that ſingle Principle of Attraction? and yet 
this is the Foundation of all Natural Know- 
ledge. And as for Mora/ity, let the Heathens 
witneſs how extremely difficult, nay, how 
abſolutely impgſible it was, for unaſſiſted 
Reaſon to give the World any tolerable Satiſ- 


Hacdion in that Matter. 


It we go on and examine our Wills, we 


ſhall, we muſt obſerve a ſtrange Auenſſon to 
Good reigning in our Natures, and a Prone- 
© 2/5 to Evil inherent in every Son of Adam; 
elſe, how unaccountable fo general a Diſobe- 


dience ? how inconceiveable ſo univerſal a 


Rebellion? A Man muſt be ſtrangely per- 
1 verſe if he ſecretly doubts of this; and deſ- 
ö perately wicked, if he dares openly to deny ſo 
glaring a Truth, Tis, indeed, the very firſt 
Thing we are acquainted with; and almoſt 


de ouly Thing af which we have certain 
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Knowledge. We are therefore, at laſt, 
brought to this Dilemma, either we muſt | 
ſay that God created Man imperfect; or that 
Man is fallen from that State of Innocence and 
Perfection which he enjoyed in Paradiſe. ® 
The former is horrid Blaſphemy; the latter 4 
therefore muſt be granted. 4 
Add to this, the excellent Frame and Con- | 
ſtitution which muſt needs adorn and invi- 
gorate the Body of innocent Adam. ; 
There is a ſtrict Union between the Soul | 
and Body of Man : This cannot be tortured | 
with Pain, but that becomes fretful and un- | 
eaſy ; no Diſtemper threatens to weaken the 
Body, but the ſympathizing Soul preſently 3 
languiſhes and decays : And when the King 
of Terrors ſounds an Alarm, and commands 
the mortal Body to haſten to the Grave, in 
vain does the Soul endeavour to hide its Di, 
orders, its Fears, its Reluctancy. 
The Conſequence of this, is, that, ſince 1 
this Conſtitution of Body is a manifeſt In- 
perfection, a deplorable, though unavoidable, fi 


Obſtacle to Happineſs, as it neceſſarily pre- « 


vents our uniform and ſteady Performance o, 
our Duty, it follows, I ſay, from hence, that 
Adam was created free from ſuch Incum-| = « 
| { 


brances. 4 
Whilſt 1 


> 
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Whilſt then Adam knew no Sin, he was 
unacquainted with the Infirmities of Fleſh 
and Blood: Whilſt he continued Obedient, 
Nt he flouriſhed in immortal Youth : Whilſt he 

* IE preſerved his Innocence, his Body was ſubject 
to no Decay. 

3 Death therefore could never have laid 
N- FF waſte this wonderful Frame, this exquiſite 
piece of divine Workmanſhip, had not Sin 

= deceived, and ſo deſtroyed the Soul. But 
Death hath paſſed upon all Men; therefore 
all have ſinned, and fallen ſhort of the Glory 
of God. That is, all Men are fallen from 
that State in the which God created Adam; 
from an happy State of Innocence, Purity and 
Perfection, we are fallen to a moſt deplorable 
and unhappy Condition of Depravity, Weak- 
neſs, and Corruption, 

This being premiſed, we proceed to con- 
ſider what our Author has to urge in his 
Defence. 

He lays down the three following Propo- 


ſitions as Preliminaries to his Diſcourſe, v2. 


** rence in Things. That that Difference is 
* the Foundation of moral Truth. And that 
* 1t is God's being conſtantly, uniformly, and 
g univerſally affected, and acting agreeably to 

C 2 « ſuch 


© That there is a natural and eſſential Diffe- F- 35 40. 
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ce ſuch Difference, which conffitutes the di- ? 
* vine Rectitude, or moral Perfections of ts 
« Deity ; that is, it denominates God to be 
ec perfectly Wiſe, Juſt, Good, &c. So that 
te in all Queſtions relating to the Character 
tt and Conduct of the Deity, our Arguments 
te and Reaſonings muſt be grounded on this 
« Principle, (viz. that God's Affections and 
te Actions are always perſectly conformable | 
ti to the eſſential Difference in Things) in 


“order to render ſuch Arguments and Rea- 
ee ſonings pertinent and of any Weight. = 


The firſt of theſe Propoſitions is abſo-. 
lutely true. But then, in order to come at 
moral Truth, we muſt be acquainted with ? 
the divine Attributes, and a future State; 
for otherwiſe the Difference in Things is vain | 
and idle. For to what Purpoſe is it that we 


determine what is moral Truth, unleſs it be 


to form a compleat and perfe& Syſtem of | 
Morality ? And to what Purpoſe is ſuch a 


Syſtem formed, unleſs it be deſigned to be 
the Rule of our Actions? And, as all our 


Actions have Reference to a future State, it 3 
is neceffary that we know how the Deity de- 4 
figns to deal with us in ſuch a State, So that 


at laſt we muſt have Recourſe to the Will of | 
God. 
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Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION. 

« To ſay that it is God's being conſtantly, 
te uniformly, and univerſally affected, and 
« acting agreeably to the Difference in Things, 
« which conſtitutes the divine Rectitude, or 
« moral Perfections of the Deity,” &c. is 
moſt abſusd. For it will from hence follow, 
that had not Man been created, God muſt 
have wanted Perfection. A Conſequence ne- 
ceſſary indeed to render fallen Man acceptable 
to his Maker, inaſmuch as it makes our 
Actions meritorious ; but tis a Conſequence 
full of Blaſpbemy, Atheiſm, and Irreligion ! 

Certainly the fame God that created this 
Syſtem of Beings, could, by the fame Word 
of his Power, have created a thouſand Syſ- 
tems, each of which might have been diffe- 
rent from the other, To each of theſe Syl- 
tems different Relations would have ariſen ; 
and therefore the Deity muſt have laid under 
a thouſand different Rules of Action. And 
then (if the Difference in Things conſtitutes 


I the divine Rectitude) I will ſay with our Au- 
= thor, that the Attributes of God are fiftitions 
© Things, There is indeed a conſequential Ne- 
ceſſity for God's acting agreeably to the Rela- 
tions of Things; and that he will ſo act, we 


may reſt aſſured, fince we are fully fatisfied, 
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that God ts infinite in Power, and abundant 
in Goodneſs and Truth, 

But our Author ſeems, in this Point, to 
have contradicted himſelf, The Relations of 
Things, he ſays, conſtitute the divine Recti- 
tude, But the Deity enjoys ſuch tranſcen- 
dent Perfections, that the Relations of Things 
are not able to baſs him to act any Thing, 
but what is ſtrictly juſt and right. Now to 
ſuppoſe that the Deity is antecedently obliged 
to act agrecably to the Relations of Things; 
and to ſuppoſe that he is ſo abſolutely perfect, 
that the Relations of Things cannot baſs him 
to deſtroy his Attributes, is to ſuppoſe, that 
he is, and that he is not influenced by the 
Relations of Things; which is a maniteſt | 
Contradiction. | 

I ſhall therefore beg leave of our Author 
to expreſs his preliminary Propoſitions in this 
Manner, There is a Difference in Things ; 
therefore there is moral Good and Evil. The 
Will of God, we know, is good; and there- 
fore, if we conform our Lives to his Will, 
we ſhall certainly be happy in the World 
which is to come. 3 
Preliminaries being thus ſettled, our Au- 
thor proceeds to his main Deſign, to enter 
upon an Enquiry concerning Redemption. y 


And i 


Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION; 

And the firſt Thing which he aims at, is, 
to prove that the Words Redeem, and Redemp- 
tion, are uſed, in the New Teſtament, in a 
looſe, remote, improper, and figurative Senſe. 
And his Argument is this. None can be 
faid to be redeemed, according to the common, 
obvious, and ftrift literal Senſe of the Word, 
but Slaves or Captives. Miſbehaviour or Dit- 
obedience to any Law does not conſtitute a 
Criminal, but a Captive, But our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to have redeemed Crim- 
nals; therefore the Word muſt be uſed in a 


4 


looſe, remote, improper, and figurative Senſe. p. 41, 455 


This is his Argument in its utmoſt Force ; 
and ſurely never was any thing more ſtupid, 
irrational, and abſurd. A Slave or Captive, 
it ſeems, may be ſaid to be redeemed, accord- 
ing to the /fri# literal Senſe of the Word, 
when his Liberty is purchaſed; and what is a 


Sinner, but a Slave or Captive ] A State of 


Slavery is a State of Puniſhment, et vice 
verſa; and therefore to be redeemed from 
Slavery is to be redeemed from Puniſhment ; 
et vice verſa, The Commiſion of Sin ex- 
poles the Sinner to Puni/hment ; for Puniſh- 
ment is the natural Conſequence of Sin; and 
therefore to be redeemed from Sin is to be 
redeemed from Pumiſhment. And what mat- 
tcrs 
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ters it, to the Perſon redeemed, whether his 
Puniſhment was merited or not? | 

A Criminal being condemned to Death, 
and afterwards redeemed by his Prince from 
that Puniſhment, would hardly think that 
his Redemption was wrought in a looſe, re- 
mote, improper, and figurative Senſe. And 
furely to be redeemed from eternal Death, is 
an Act of Mercy much more highly to be 
eſteemed. The Act of Redemption is cer- 
tainly as real in the one Caſe as in the other: 
But the Conſequences of Redemption in the 
latter Caſe, are infinitely of more Benefit 
than thoſe in the former. The latter is an 
Act of Mercy which cannot be too highly 
prized ; and the deſpiſing of it cannot be too 
ſeverely puniſhed. How then dare this Man 
to treat Almighty God in fo ludicrous * a 


This Writer has prophanely obſerved, that in a literal 
Redemption, with reſpe& to Perſons, there muſt be a literal 


Slave, or a Perſon in a State of /iteral Slawery, to a literal J F 
Mafter, and alſo a hteral Price, or valuable Confideration 


paid by a literal Redeemer to that literal Maſter, in order 
to purchaſe the /iteral Redemption of that Geral Captive, 1 
And a little before he has not ſcrupled indirectly to com- 


pare the great Redeemer of Mankind, even God himſelf, to a 


Pawn-broker. This is ſomething ſo monſtrous and vile, as 
that it cannot but be very diſtaſteful to every honeſt Man [ 
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Manner ! . To abuſe his Majeſty with ſuch 
indecent Language How is he not afraid to 
trifle with Damnation, till he can bring in- 
vincible ts to pfove that he is free 
from. ſuch a State! Good God ! To what 
an Height of Wickedneſs are we arriv'd ! 
But we muſt proceed to conſider the Scheme 
which he has invented to reconcile offending 
Man with God. 

And he begins with obſerving, © that tho' 
« Sin is, in every Inſtance, the proper Object 
« of Diflike and Diſapprobation; yet, he 
« thinks, that it does not, in every Caſe, 
© render the Agent the proper Object of Re- 
ce ſentment and Puniſhment. He obſerves 
ce farther, that Vengeance, Revenge, Reſent- 
* ment, and Puniſhment, as they are Terms 
of like Import, ſo they all ſuppoſe ſome 
c Imury or Wrong done either to the Perſon, 
Character, or Fortune of another, or the 
« omitting to do what ought to have been 


done for the Support, and in the Defence 
RE © of either of theſe. And then he concludes 


bY 3 that Revenge or Puniſhment is the Reralia- 


; 1 tion of Injury and Wrong, or the rendering 


Evil for Evil; and therefore, ſays he, in 
* thoſe Inſtances of Miſbehaviour or Sin, 
** where no Injury or Wrong is done, nor 

D intended 
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intended to be done to another, nor any 
*© Defect of Benevolence to others takes Place, 
© there can be no reaſonable Ground for Ven- 
t geance or Puniſhment ? becauſe there is 129 
« Evil, either negative or poſitive, done to 
© another to be revenged ; that is, there is no 
Evil done to be the Ground of Revenge | 
P. 42, 43..* or Puniſhment.” 
We are here taught that God may di/like 
and diſapprove our Behaviour, and yet that 
that Behaviour may not render us the propet 
Objects of his Reſentment and Puniſhment, 
Had I a Mind to cavil about the /teral Senfe 
of Words, I would obſerve, that he has uſed 
the Words D:/like and Diſapprobation, and 
the Words Reſentment and Puni as 
ſynonomous. But I think that the Words 
Diſlike, Diſapprobation, and Reſentment are 
likewiſe ſynonomous, at leaſt, Reſentment is 
a natural and neceſſary Conſequence of Diſlike 
and Diſapprobation. And therefore, accord- | 
ing to our Author, whatever renders us the 
proper Objects of Diſſile and Diſapprobation, ® 
renders us alſo, in a /teral Senſe, the proper 
Objects of Reſentment and Puniſhment. But 
to confute him more directly. pu 
Strictly ſpeaking; we cannot, or at leaft tf / 
we ought not, to difapprove any thing that hi: 
6 B 
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is not worthy of Puniſhment in ſome Degree 
or other, And therefore God, who is per- 
feftly wiſe, juſt, and good, cannot poſſibly 
diſapprove any thing which is not the proper 
Object of his Puniſhment. Now all Actions 
muſt be either Good, Evil, or Indifferent. If 
they are Good, God cannot diſlike them: If 
they are Evil, he cannot but diſlike them: If 
they are Indi ferent, he will either diſhke them, 
or he will not diſlike them: If he diſlikes 
them, it muſt be for ſome Reaſon ; and no 
other Reaſon can be aſſigned than that be- 
cauſe thoſe Indifferent Actions were not Good 
ones ; and then they will fall under the De- 
nomination of Negative Evil Actions; which, 
according to our Author, juſtly deſerve Pu- 


niſbment. So that it clearly follows, that no- 
| thing can be the proper Object of God's Dy/- 


like and Diſapprobation, but what is likewiſe 
the proper Object of his Reſentment and Pu- 
mſhment, In a Word, to ſuppoſe that God 


3 difapproves any Action, and that he will not 
2 puniſh that Action; is to ſuppoſe that he 
diſapproves an Action without Reaſon, or that 
though he diſapproves it, he is not able to 


puniſh it, The firſt Suppoſition arraigns the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God; the ſecond robs 
him of his Ommnipotence ; and therefore he that 

D 2 makes 
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makes either muſt be a dowright Atbeiſt. 
But this is a Conſequence which our Author 
ſeems not much to dread, for he tells us af- '® 
terwards, that Puniſhment is nothing but the 
Retaliation of Injury and Wrong, or the ren- 
- dering Evil for Evil. 

What Charity can be due to a Man who 
ſpeaks fo irreverently of the Character of the 
Deity ! So irreverently did I ſay ? Nay, but ſo | 7 
blaſphemouſly ! Mie cannot, it ſeems, do Evil, 
but God alſo muſt do Evil, if he preſumes tro 
puniſh ! This now is an open and free Con- 
feſſion of his Principles; of Principles ſo di- 
rectly tending to Atheiſm that we have no 
need of any farther Witneſs, 8 

But this was only to pave the Way for an in 
Inſtance, which he produces to ſhew us how { Pc 
a Man may commit Sin, and yet not be called is 
a Sinner, What ſtrange Things will Reaſon 4 
diſcover, when it is permitted to wander | E 
freely J to 

« Suppoſe, ſays our Author, that a Man 1 fo! 
« inattentively did a Thing which terminated 7 * 
in his own Hurt, when he intended it for 
« his ewn Good, and no Kind of Good was * fo 
done thereby either to hrmſelf or others, Þ er 
and ſuppoſing he might eafly have dif- 1 

covered what would be the Conſequence | 


« of i 
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of his Action, if he had duly conſidered 
the Caſe ; in this Inſtance, his Behaviour 
would he juſtly diſapproveable ; becauſe no 
Man ought in Reaſon to contribute need- 
leſſiy to his own Hurt; and becauſe every 
Man ought in Reaſon to look forward, and 
WF confider what will be the natural Conſe- 
W quence of his Actions. But then, he ob- 
ſerves, that this Man cannot be the proper 
O dject of Puniſhment, becauſe his Action 
5 terminated in his own Hurt only : And 
therefore his Weakneſs, Folly, or Sin, 
would render him the proper Object of 
| Pig, rather than of Punifiment 2 
'Y I do not rightly conceive how any one can 
n inattentively deſign any Thing. And I ſup- 
„poſe that this inattentive Action was defigned 
d 5 becauſe our Author has informed us, that it 
„„was intended for the Man's own Good, The 
r i Epithets inattentive and deſigned ſeem to me 
¶ to be quite contrary and oppoſite ; and there- 
n FF fore when we ſpeak of an inattentive, d. 
a Hned Action, we ſpeak of ſomething hard 
to be underſtood, But this w/e Man is of 
D * Noz, that Man is now, as he was at fit 
„ created. If this be true, how ſo ber fect, ſo 
intelligent a Being, as it was neceſſary Man 
e ſhould be, could inattentively do any Thing 
f ; which 
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proper Objects of our Pity and Compaſſion; 


41 ANSWER 7 Mr.Cuvss's 
which ſhould terminate in his own Hurt, i: 
very difficult to conceive. However, if the 
Action terminated in his own Hurt, then 
ſurely that Hurt is a Kind of Puniſhment for 
his Inadvertency. And what Obligation is i ; 
that the Deity is under to remove that Hun, 
which Man himſelf might have prevented 
had he not abuſed, or, at leaſt, had he /c 
his Faculties? Eſpecially if we conſider, that 
there is no Kind of Sin, the Commiſſion off 
which will hurt our/efves, but it will like- 
wiſe, in ſome Shape or other, deſtroy thei 
Happineſs of another Man. For if the in 
advertent Commiſſion of Sin ſhould W u fer 
into a State of Adverſity, (which, I think, 
muſt be the Hurt our Author glances at) then I tre 
it would render us unab/e to relieve the dif- A 
treſſed, or to diſpoſe of our Alms to the bei 


10 
A 
pf 


and fo the Hurt conſequent upon that inad. 
vertent Action terminates in curſelves to Pur- 
poſe ; for it makes us guilty of negative Evil; | 
which, according to our Author, juſtly de- l : 
ſerves to be puniſhed, If indeed there is am 1 
Sin which can hurt ourſelves only, it is 5 

but this penetrating Writer had told us wha y 
that particular Sin is. 


Bu 
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But he obſerves finally, (according to his 
uſual Clearneſs and Propriety of Expreſſion) 
« that a foi Sinner, — a baſe, villainous 
e Sinner, are two different Characters, and 
are worthy of different Treatment. For, 
as Sin, in theſe different Caſes, ſprings from 
different Cauſes, and produces different Ef- 
BW es ; fo the former merits Contempt only, 
and the latter both Contempt and Puniſh 
ment. 
Tis true, the Character of the fool Sin- 
er is different from that of the baſe, villain- 
eus Sinner; and as their Characters are dif- 


u ferent, they are worthy of different Treat- 
nk. ment. But, God forbid that we ſhould be 


treated as either of them deſerves ] For our 
Author has confeſſed, that the fool Sinner 
Fender himſelf diſpleaſing to God; and un- 
Noubtedly he does; and therefore, as we 
ave before proved, he is the proper Object 
of Puniſhment, His Puniſhment may indeed 
de different from that of the baſe, villainous 
dinner, but it will be only different, as it will 
e ½%½ ſevere. 

In fine, we have ſhewed, that, upon our 
Author's Principles, Sin cannot be 1nadver- 
Fentiy committed; and therefore to ſuppols 
uch a Character as that of a focliſb Sinner, 
Is 


len 
li.“ by 
hel 
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thor, if we conſider God as the great G0. 


An ANSWER # Mr.,CuuBs's 
is ridiculous and abſur d. But ſuppoſe ther 
could be ſuch a Man, he is ſtill, as I hav 


ſaid, the proper Object of Puniſhment. Am 
therefore, to conclude in the Words of our Au- i 


« vernor of the intelligent and moral World 
« who will certainly act ſuitably to ſuch 4% 
t Character; then, moſt certainly, he will 
execute Vengeance upon all thoſe, to won, 
* Vengeance and Puniſhment is truly aud 
properly due.” But Puniſhment is due uu 
the fooliſb Sinner; therefore will he be pu C 
niſhed. + 
Our Author proceeds, in the next Place 
to tell us, why the injurious Sinner is not the 
proper Object of Puniſhment, His Argo 
ment runs thus : © Man is ſo conſtituted an 
*in ſuch Circumſtances, as that it is grea' n 
Odds but he will be unreafonably injurioſ 
* to others, in ſome Inſtances, even again Ri 
« the general Bent of his Mind, and the 7 
* nor of his Action. The Appetites and Pali 
te fions are the Springs of human Actions 
« But thoſe Appetites and Paſſions are ſome Mot 
® times ſo ſtrongly raifed, as that Men 2 
er hurried on by them to do what is juſſſ 
* blameable and injurious to others, be fo 
ce their Attention is call'd in to enable then 


«ft 


Enquiry cuncrrning REDEMPTION, 
zer to contider what they are doing. And the 
x BY Conclufion of all this is, © that when a Man 
_ the Weakneſs and Frailty of Na- 
Au. 2 ture, becomes, in ſome leſſer Inſtances, un- 
Go- + 6c reaſonably injurious and hurtful to others, 
rid + again the general Bent and Diſpoſition of 
h + i Mind, and the Tenor of bis Actions : 

| And when, fo ſoon as he is come to him- 
celf, he is ſenſible of, and ſorry for his Miſ- 
behaviour, and repairs the Injury, fo far as 
it hath been in his Power; and makes his 
= Miſcarriage a Reaſon to himſelf to be more 
& watchful of his Behaviour in Time to 
come; he is then no longer ſuch a Sinner 


venge.” 
The plain Exgliſb of our Author's Argu- 
ent is this; God has placed Man in fuch 
riodMPireumſtances, as that it is not poſſible for 
gain im to perform his Duty *. 'Tis contrary 
e Nectitude to puniſh Man for thoſe Sins 
Paß rhich he could not but commit. But God 
Ction | s according to Rectitude; therefore he will 
ſome ot puniſh Man for thoſe Sins which he cep 
r but commit. This is Blaſphemy in Per- 
ection | 


® See the Note on Page 30, 31. 
E 
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For 


as to be the proper Object of divine Re- p,,. ,z. 
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For what mean Notions muſt we,enter- 
tain of that Being, who impoſes upon Man 2 
Law; enforces Obedience to that Law by i 
Promiſes and Threatnings ; and, notwith- 5 
ſtanding this, creates Man in ſuch — vt 
as that he cannot poſſibly obſerve that Law 
Surely either Wiſdom, Omnipotence , o 
Goodneſs is wanting to the Deity ! Is he in- 
finite in Wiſdom? How then did he na 
foreſee that his Deſign mut prove abortive ſe 
Did he foreſee that his End could not be ob. 
tained ? Why then, if he is Omnipotent, did N 
he not create Man in ſuch a Manner, as tha f 
the End of his Creation might poſubly baw 
been obtained ? But if he is infinite in i 
dom and Power, then 'tis the Want of Gad 
neſs that determined him to create Man in. 
perfect: And undoubtedly he is imperfedd h 
if he cannot perform that which is eſſential 1 
to his Happineſs. "% 

Now whenever God enforces a Law ch. 
the Sanction of Rewards and Puniſhment NM 
that Law will certainly be put in Execution 
The Obſervance of that Law entitles us t 
Reward; and the Violation of that Law ſub 

us to Puniſhment. But we cannot, 


ſeems, obſerve that Law ; we muſt thereſo Li 
N 


) 
ter / 
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neceſſarily tranſgreſs it, and therefore we were 
n 1 created purely to be puniſhed. 

by This is a Conſequence which, upon this 
ith-Z ED Writer's Principles, cannot be avoided, A 
ner, which I tremble to mention, as 
wt robs the Deity of his Attributes, and there- 
dre of his Exiſtence 
hut though neither the fooliſh, nor the in- 
Jurious Sinners are worthy of Puniſhment, yet 
ve Wome there are to whom Vengeance is juſtly 
ob- due; and theſe, our Author tells us, are the 
did Men who defignedy oppoſe the great End of 
tha the Creation. And herein we perfectly agree, 
av ſhall, however, examine how far this Cha- 


Vi racer is applicable to our Author, 

000-8 The Knowledge of Truth is of the greateſt 
im Importance to Mankind, and therefore he 
ed, hat endeavours to blend Truth with Error, 


1110 becomes a common Enemy to the common 
Good. Now when a Man is about to prove 
that Sinners may be ſaved exclu/rve of the 
erits of an All-ſufficient Redeemer ; if, to 
xcuſe one Sort, he ſhall ſay that his Hurt 
8 & inated in himſelf enly; and if, to excuſe 
ſub nother Sort, he ſhall have recourfe to Bla- 
„ bemy, and ſay, that we are placed in ſuch 
60 ircumſtances, as that we cannot but be in- 
x urious, even againſt the general Bent of our 
? E 2 Mind. 


, 
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An ANSWER fe Mr. C nuss 
Minds, and the Tenor of our Acfions; if at f 
one Time he ſhall ſuppoſe Man to be perfect, 
and if, Gee Time; when: this ae 
cannot otherwiſe be ſupported, he ſhall ſup-. 
pole him to be imperfect *, this cannot be 5 


— —_— 


When I ſay that our Author ſuppoſes Man to be i=pery/c2, 
I mean only that be ſuppoſes him to be 2 as he was at pf 
firſt created. I thought it proper to mention this, becauſe, Wi 
tho* ſome weak and bigotted Men have thought that Man Wi 
was created perfect, yet Mr. Chubb, who is ſo celebrated for 
Freedom of Thought, has given us the ſtrongeſt Reaſans to 
ſuſpe& that he is of a different Opinion. The Appetites 
and Paſſions ( thoſe he means which incline us to Sin) are 
ſometimes ſo frongly raiſed, that it is not in the Power of 4 
ſo weak and frail a Creature as Man, to prevent the Mil- 
chiefs which by thoſe Appetites and Paſſions he is burried on 
to execute. He has indeed endeavoured to palliate his Ex. 
preſſions, by ſaying, that the Sin is committed before our W 
Attention is called in to enable us to conſider what we are 
doing. But Attention will be of but little Service, to him 
whoſe Nature is ſo weak and frail, that his Appetites and 
Paſſions. hurry him on to the Commiſſion of Sin, even againf 
the general Bent and Diſpoſition of his Mind. By the Bent 
and Diſpoſition of our Minds is meant, I ſuppoſe, our Incli- 
nations. Now I would willingly ſpppoſe that we are gene- , 
rally inclined to do Good: And therefore when we Sin if 
againſt the genera/ Bent and Diſpoſitions of our Minds, ve 
Sin againſt our Inc/inations ; that is, in plain Terms, Sin is 
ſometimes znawvoidable. And if fo, then not Man, but God 


is the Author of Evil. There is no poſſibility of avoid. al ab 
ing this, but by ſaying, that the Vill does indeed too BRL... te 
haſtily a et to what the Paſſions dictate; but being con- Pos. 
vinced of its Error, it immediately reſumes its Power, and is 

more 


Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION. 
owing to Ignorance; but muſt proceed from 
4 an zenworthy, baſe Deſign. But we ſhall pro- 
& duce more Inſtances of this hereafter. - J 

In the mean while we muſt hearken to 
Ewhat our Author ſays, when he begs Leave 
eo take Notice of a vulgar Error, which has 
* revailed —_ Chriſtians, v:z. that Man- 
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We 


2, | liable or ſubjeft to Death and 
at 

ſe, * os 

an e watchful of its Behaviour for the future. But will this 


eee, Did not Man foreſce that if he 
to *F followed the Drections of his Pa flions be muſt tranſgreſs his 
175 Duty ? Then, tis certain that he did not know Good from 
Evil, and therefore was not capable of being more watch- 
i for the future, Did he foreſee what would be the Con- 

Sequence of his Action? Then he «wil/a/ly gave up the 


U- | 
on eins to his vicious Appetites. He well knew that he ſhould 
x. | nd his Maker ; he yet ventured to indulge himſelf in 


in; and therefore «vou/d not be more watchful for the fu- 
Pre +. However, that the Appetites and Paſſions do now 

m. - us to the Commiſſion of Sin, is too evident to be 
5 Enied: But fince this is inconſiſtent with a perfect State, 

"ft r Author is reduced to this Dilemma; he muſt either ac- 
wledge that Man is in a degenerate State, or be obliged 


- © maintain that God is the Author of Evil. If he confeſſes 
— J e former, he acknowledges, at the fame time, the Ne- 
in J of a Redeemer. If he afferts the latter, he runs him- 
we If into the groſſeſt Aubeiſn. But he denies the Neceſſity of 


F Redeemer, he muſt therefore maintain that God is the Au, 
r of Evil. 

_ | Let then Sin be unavoidable or wiliul, (and one or other of them 
4 muſt be) yet if it be once committed, that Agent muſt for ever con- 


n | | 5 act wickedly, unleſs he be born agais of Water and of the Holy 
. 0 


bre Mortality 


Page 48. 


Page 14. 
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Mortality through the Sin of our firſt Pa. 
rents; whereas ſays he, this was the Caſe an. 
tecedent to and independent of ſuch Sin. 
And to ſupport this, he produces two Ar- 
guments. The firſt is drawn from Analogy, i 
the ſecond, from the Impoſſibility of our lui t 
Continuance on this Globe, had Mankind tu 
boen perpetuated, as he expreſſes it, in their 
original vigorous State. | Ci 
With regard to the Analogy, which he h 
ſuppoſes to be between Men and Brutes, be B 
thus ſpeaks. © The whole Vegetahle and Ani- tf 
ca 
an 
Far 


. 


mal Creation are in their own Natures mor- 
tal, by, or from the original Conſtitution of 
„Things. So that had Food been with held ? 
te from our firſt Parents for a long Time; of of 
e had thoſe Fluids upon which the Animulll Jus 
*« Life depends been totally ſtagnated, or to- 7 m 
« tally diſcharged from their Bodies, even * 
« whilſt in a State of Innocence; then Death ou 
« would have unavordably enſued, according E. 
eto thoſe ſettled Laws by which the Anima Wh 
Creation has been governed.“ im 
To this I anſwer, that tis true that Man du 
was created ſubject to Mortality; and there. Ich 
ſore he might have been ſtarved to Death, * ble 
or had thoſe Fluids upon which the Anima Ge 
Life depends, forgot to circulate, Death 
would] 


Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION, 
1, would naturally have enſued, But it is in- 
m. cumbent upon our Author to prove that the 
Circulation of thoſe Fluids would ſome Time 
r- or other have ceaſed; tho' Adam had not 
ſinned. Sed hic Labor eft ! This is a Taſk 
| too difficult to be performed. Nay, the con- 
trary is demonſtrably true; 
"| I ſhall lay it down as an indiſputable Prin- 
ciple, that God created Man in order to make 
he him as happy as his Nature would admit of. 
be But if Man muſt ſuffer a Diſſolution, even 
0 he has not committed Sin, this Principle 
cannot be. defended. For what Uneaſineſs 
0 and Diſquietude, what Pains and Torments 
SF. W ariſe from Sickneſs ! How does the Decay 
or of Nature leſſen our Enjoyments, and make 
nal us incapable of being happy here ! How 
to many Misfortunes does Death introduce into 
en the World when he removes our Parents, 
hour Friends, our Benefactors ! Now if theſe 
nel Evils might have been prevented, (and ſurely 
al chey might, had Man been created capable of 
1 unmortality) then the Conſequence will be, 
af that Man was not created in order to enjoy 
re that Happineſs of which his Nature is capa- 
b. 5 ble: And then it will follow farther that 
God is a malevolent Being. 


If 
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doubtfully of it; Witneſs the Diſſertations of 
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If it ſhould be faid to this, that if theſe 
Afflictions are patiently endured, they will , 
work for us r 
Weight of Glory hereafter: I will anſwer, that 
exclufrve of a Revelation, future Reward: © 
cannot be Grotius — 
Excellency of a future State has theſe Words: 
Apud Grecos, ad quos Eruditis uſque a c. 
dais et Ægyptiis perlata eft, qui de Vitd poſt £ 
hugus conſpicue Vite Interitum fpem babebant WS 
aliquam, valde de ed re bæſitant er loqueban- - * 
tur, ut ex Socratis Diſſertationibus, ex Scripti: 
Tullii, Senecæ, aliorumque apparet * . Amongſt | E 
the Greeks, who received their Learning from 
the Chaldeans and Agyptians, thoſe Who had 
any Hope of a Life after this, ſpake veryß 


Secrates, the Writings of Tully, of Seneca 
and others. Socrates ſpeaks thus; Know! 4 
« ye, that I hope that I ſhall hereafter be 
* with good Men, but that I ſhall, I pretend 
tc not confidently to affirm. . And a lit 
after ; ¶ For it thoſeThings which I ſpeak d. 
are true, it is good to believe them, Bu 
« ſuppoſe that there ſhould be nothing after 


„ Grot. Lib. 2. SeR. 10. rin 


rere pop rn α Taro Sinup i nipule. 


« Death, 
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WW Death, yet the Expectation of Futurity 
vill greatly alleviate my preſent Sorrows : 
However, this Error will not always con- 
tinue, ( for that indeed would be a great 
Evil) but, with my Life, it ſhall in a ſhort 
by 0 Time paſs away *,” And Tertullian thus 
emarks upon him : © Therefore Socrates, 
by all his Wiſdom, could arrive no higher 
than an acquired quanimity, he had na 
1 * firm Aſſurance, no certain Knowledge of 
n- . « Truth T. 

; bf. Prove to me, ſays Cicero, that Maſter of 
Eloquence and Reaſon, © prove to me if you 
can, that the Soul exiſts after Death ; but 
if thou art not able, (for it is a very difficult 
Matter) you will nevertheleſs teach me that 
Death puts an End to our Sorrows.” And 
little after, I know not to what Excellency 
they have attained, who have perſwaded 
N Y themſelves that Death will put an End to 


SITS — 


® E a Tvyxcmm A ire & b/w Aue, r, d Iv. * 
; pe i I h dei THWTIOaNTs, GaN By rr n 7 
* * 15 5 re rl red rade A 1e e 
ul wor dern & uud rea ( oÞ 45 55 an d 
d I Platonis Phædone. 

I Adeo omnis illa tunc Sapientia Socratis de Induſtria ve- 
t conſultz Aquanimitatis, non de Fiducia comperta 
itatis. Tertullianur de Animi. 

F te their 
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« their Exiſtence, But if this be ſo, (and! 


have nothing to ſay againſt it) tell me what 1 
there is in Death to be wiſhed for, or 
* to be accounted glorious ?” And again 9 
« If you ſuppoſe that the Soul dies in the 

« ſame Manner as the Body, tell me whe 

« ther there be any Sorrow, or whether the? 
Body is ſenſible of any Pain after Death 
te No Body will ſay ſo. Thus Tully *. Not 
does Seneca, nor any other of the Phil %% 
Pbers, ſpeak at all more clearly. # 
But let it, however, be granted that the 
Immateriality and natural Immortality of the 
Soul, was clearly diſcovered by the Heathens 


Let it be granted that that Maxim of &. x 


crates, Quod Je movet, æternum eſt, that abi, 
moves itſelf is eternal, (that is, a parte 4 "4 


or for the Time to come ;) let it I fay, b 
Co that that Maxim is true; and let 5 5 


* 


® Expone igitur mihi, niſi moleſtum eſt, primum anir 1 
f potes, remanere poſt Mortem ; tum, fi id minus obtineb ¶ be 


ſeſt enim arduum) docebis carere omni malo Mortem. DJ 7 


inde : Præclarum autem neſcio quid adepti ſunt, quod did“ of 
cerunt ſe, cum Tempus Mortis venifſet, totos effe perituro 
Quod ut ita ſit, (nihil-enim pugno) quid habet iſta res 8 


fetabile, aut glorioſum ? Poftea : Fac enim ſic Animum ! 
terire, ut Corpus. Num igitur aliquis Dolor, aut oma 


poſt Mortem Senſus in Corpore eſt ? Nemo id quidem 4 
Cie. Tuſe, Diſp. I. 12+ 


o 
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be concluded from thence, that, as the Soul 
moves itſelf, it cannot but be immortal; yet 
will I affirm, that all this is infallicient to 
prove the Certainty, the Neceſſity, of a Fu- 
mY. fq ture State. For the ſame Argument proves 
a che future Exiſtence of the Souls of Beaſts, 
0 But it will not, I ſuppoſe be contended that 
hl there is any Neceſſity for their future Ex- 
Nord iſtence, for they are capable of no Rewards. 
4 f * more, I fay, is Man, excluſive of the Me- 
rits of a Redeemer. A future State muſt 
be deduced from the moral Attributes of 
God; and thoſe Attributes can be diſcovered 
only 4 Poſteriori; that is, we cannot judge 
Jof what God will do hereafter, but from 
that which he has already ated. So that 
pol ve cannot infer that God will reward us 
, b Wereafter, unleſs he has been ſteady and uni- 
: 1 in the Communication of Goodneſs 
bere. 
. 4 Now, as Man is a moral Agent, if there 
inch be a future State of Rewards provided for 
ie Juſt, then there muſt be a future State 
f Puniſhments reſerved for the Diſobedient 
We have proved above, that Sin is owing to 
the Corruption of our Will, and the Weak- 
neſs of our Underſtanding. This Weakneſs 


j Wand Corruption cannot be the Effects of our 
; F 2 Fn 
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own Sins, for we were always Sinners. 1 3 
will aſk therefore; would it not have been 

more agreeable to Goodneſs to have created 

us free from ſuch Corruption? For does not 
our Corruption neceſſarily bring upon us 
many temporal Calamities and Misfortunes ? 

Why need I produce a Catalogue | or de- 

clare the Number of human Miſeries and 

Troubles! Since it is univerſally acknow- 

ledged, that the moſt perfect of our Enjoy- 

ments are nothing but Vexations of Spirit; 

and that Man is born to Miſery as the Sparks 1 a 

fly upward ! And is this the Foundation 

upon which our Expectation of an happy 15 


hereafter is founded | How ſandy the Bot- b 
P. 

t 

th 


as oy — OY ©. um 


tom ! How weak the Superſtructure! We 
may hope indeed, but our Expectation muſt 
certainly be cut off! Happy we are not 
here; we muſt therefore be miſerable, eter- 
nally miſerable, hereafter. A future State 
therefore of Rewards is not diſcoverable by 
the mere Light of Nature. & | 
But perhaps it may be ſaid that the Philo- 3 
ſophers were ſtrongly per ſiwaded of a future 
State; and that that Perſwaſion encouraged 
them to endure Misfortunes : But they could 


1 not imagine it to be a State of Puniſhment, 5 
4 l } x % 
1 they | 
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WJ they therefore expected a Recompence of 
WF Reward hereafter, {'Y 
F To this I anſwer ; That tho' our Saviour y 
did not appear in the World till about two 
thouſand Years after the Fall, and fo did not, 
viva Voce, deliver the Doctrine of a future 
2 ſo clearly to the Philoſophers of Old. 


s it was afterwards revealed; yet I doubt 

Hot but that their Minds were, in ſome De- 
Free, enlightned by the % ed Spirit: For 

it ; ¶ dur Saviour is the Lamb ſlain from the Foun- 

rks ation of the World. 

ion 50 But becauſe this will be of very little Force 

Sith our Infidels, we obſerve farther, that the 


ot- moſt antient of the Philoſophers received their 
Ne Notions of Religion from the Jew!/b Law, as 
uſt Pr. Waterland, in his Charge, has moſt clearly 


not proved. But tho' they had thus learnt that 
here was a God, yet, before they could deliver 
the Doctrine of future Rewards, there was 
inſuperable Difficulty to be overcome. 
hey experienced a Biaſs upon their Nature 
Fhich zrr7//rbly forced them to Sin. They 
Puld not imagine that fo imperfe& a Work 
Puld come out of the Hands of the Al- 
Emuighty ; they maintained, therefore, that 
nt, 4 an had tranſgrefſed in ſome former State, 
d was now cbliged to ſtruggle with unruly 

Luſts 
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Luſts and Appetites, by way of Puniſhment i 
for what he had done amiſs. This Py. i 7 
thagoras taught in Italy; and long before 3 
him was it ſpread in the Eaſtern Parts of the 9 
World, where it is maintained to this Day 


But for the fame Reaſon that we are puniſned 


In this State, for Sins committed in another, 
we ſhall be puniſhed in another State, for 
Sins committed in this; and ſo on to al? 
Eternity. The Truth is, the Expetaticall 
of future Puniſhment, or even of Annihila- 1 
tion, has ſomething in it ſo ſhocking to hu 
man Nature, that they were willing, by am | 
Means, to divert the Thought. Beſides, 1 
would have been ſo great an Obſtruction to 
Virtue, would ſo greatly have allayed the 
Happineſs which even this World may af. 
ford, that I really think it was neceſſary, that 
they ſhould have at leaſt, ſome faint Glimpſe, 
ſome pleaſing Hopes of a more happy Life 
to come. But then Expectatian and Aſu- 
rance, Probability and Certainty, are „ 1 


different. ; 
If it ſhould be faid further, that this Lich : 


is a State of Probation ; and that a State I : 
Probation implies a future State; I anſwer, 
that a State of Probation is not, cannot n- 2 


ceſſarily be a State of Puniſhment; but thi 
State, 
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State, is a State of Puniſhment ; and there- 
fore if Futurity muſt be deduced from hence, 
efore | that future State muſt be a State of Puniſh- 


teſt ment; which, methinks, is no agreeable 


"1 © Concluſion. 
ſhed Thus then we have proved a Point of no 


her, 7 ſmall Service to the Chri/tian Religion; we 
have proved that a future State of Rewards 
A is not diſcoverable by the mere Light of Na- 
ture; and have accounted for thoſe Expecta- 
ion: which animated the moſt noted Hea- 
9 thens. For it cannot be denied but that Vice 
is different from Virtue. If they be different, 
then the one muſt be practiſed, and not the 
© other ; and there muſt be ſome Reaſon why 
the one ſhould be practiſed, rather than the 
other. And what Reaſon is it, that can poſ- 
ſibly be aſſigned, than that the one promotes, 
ſes) and that the other deſtroys our Happineſs ? 
1 Virtue does not, cannot always promote our 
temporal Felicity. It is abſolutely neceſſary, 
IF however, that we practice Virtue, But em- 
oral Felicity is all the Incitement that mere 
ite | I Reaſon can afford, is the only Reward that 
aſſiſted Reaſon can promiſe ; therefore Reve- 
ver, lotion is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. 
nt- 5 But, to return to our Author's Argument; 
the BY J obſerve, in the laſt Place, that to argue 
ue, from 


* 
* 
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from Analogy in this Caſe, between Men and J 


Joſs to gueſs ! 


proper Habitation, or have afforded a ſuit- 
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Brutes, is very unreaſonable. Brutes are not Wi 
moral Agents; therefore there was no Neceſ- 
ſity that they ſhould be created immortal, 
Man, on the contrary, is a moral Agent; & 
and therefore it was neceſſary that he ſhould , 
be created capable of Immortality. Indeed, 

if we are to deduce our Mortality from the 7 
Mortality of other Creatures, let us even 7 
carry the Analogy a little farther, and i 1 a 
when Brutes die, they periſh for ever; there- 
fore when Man dies, he ſhall be ſen ne 
more for ever. And, to ſpeak freely, i.! 
our Mortality is a kind of Puniſhment, as 
undoubtedly it is, what reaſonable Hopes 1 
(I here ſuppoſe no Revelation) we can have | 5 
of an happy Reſurrection, J ain utterly at 2 


But it ſeems that had our firſt Parents, 


and their Poſterity, been perpetuated in their 
original vigorous State, our Author cannot 
imagine how this Globe could have been ai 


able Proviſion for them. 7 

I know of no Neceſſity there was that y 
Mankind ſhould have been perpetuated, that 
is, ſhould have been continued on this Earth W 
to all Eternity; which, I think, is the Senſe 


in 
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din which our Author uſes that Word. Un- 
ot doubtedly Man is capable of enjoying greater 
{. WF Happineſs than this World can poflibly af- 
al. ford; why therefore, when he had been ſuf- 
1 & ficientiy proved on Earth, he ſhould not have 
114 been tranſlated to Heaven, no tolerable Rea- 
d, Lon can be aſſigned. Could not our Bodies 
he have been ſpiritualired, unleſs they firſt had 
I mouldred into Duſt ? That is, could not 
God have made us compleatly happy, unleſs 
6. he had firſt loaded us with Miſery ? If it be 
ne thus Omnipotence muſt act, we have juſt 
iff Reaſon to wiſh that we had ne'er been born ! 
a But before I leave this Point, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that tis Pity Mr. Chubb cannot remem- 
ber that he denies the Fall of Man; but he 
has here confeſſed that we are not now as we 
were at firſt created; for we are not, it ſeems, 
perpetuated, (if he pleaſes, let it be propa- 
gated) in that original vigorous State in which 
our firſt Parents were created. The Al- 
ighty deſigned our Conſtitutions to be 
ſtrong and vigorous ; but he afterwards found 
himſelf under a Neceſſity to alter his Mea- 
hat ſures; he had not ſufficiently provided for a 


* 


ma Race of Creatures naturally fo ſtrong, and 


thi 2 therefore was obliged to introduce Death 
enſe G into 
in 
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into the World. A very pretty Conſequence | 
indeed C 1 
But he is extremely angry with St. Paul, 
and takes Occaſion to prove that he was not 
aſſiſted by Divine Inſpiration. St. Paul has i 
offended him by teaching theſe two Doc- I 
trines, vi. that all Men became mortal thro 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion; and that Mankind be- 
came or were made Sinners by Adam's Dif. 
obedience, and were, upon that Account, 
bound over to Condemnation. Our Author 
produces theſe two Texts; the firſt from 
1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. For fince by Man came 
Death, by Man alſo came the Reſurrection of 8 
the Dead. For as in Adam all die, even 1 
in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. The other 
from Rom. xv. 18, 19. Therefore, as by the 4 
Offence of one, Judgment came upon all Men 
to Condemnation ; even ſo by the Righteouſneſi 
F one, the free Gift came upon all Men unt 
Tuftification of Life. For as by one Man“ 
Diſobedience many were made Sinners; ſo bj 
the Obedience of one, ſhall many be made Righte- I 
ous, Now what St. Paul grounded his Sen- In 


timents upon, in the Caſes referred to, our : 
Author tells us, cannot certainly be deter- 
mined, If we ſhall fay that St. Paul re- EL 
ceived thoſe Doctrines by a ſpecial Revelation WF" 


from 8 
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= from God, or that he wrote his Epiſtles by 
ul, Divine Inſpiration ; he will tell us that we 
10t have no Authority for ſaying this, no Evi- 
has 75 dence to ſupport it. In Vindication of St. 
- Pauls Authority I obſerve, that when any 
Doctrine is propoſed to our Conſideration, 
our firſt Care ſhould be to examine how it 
comes atteſted and what Marks it has of a 
Divine Revelation. 

9 Nov there are fix Rules by the Help of 
om which we may judge of Doctrines whether 
ze | they be of God. And the firſt Mark of 
; of 82 Divine Revelation is that of Miracles. 

% The irrational and inanimate Part of the 
her Creation ſeems to have been deſigned for the 

the Uſe and Benefit of the rational Part, for the 
Hen Study and Contemplation of the Sons of A 


9 


neſs i dam; to the Intent that when they ſhould 
u conſider the Heavens, the Works of God's 
an's Fingers, the Moon, and the Stars which he 
| 6 Fath ordained, they might be led to trace 
„te- out his Omnipotence and to admire his Good- 
yr E neſs, to extol his Wiſdom, and to confeſs his 


Glory. In this Senſe it is that the Heavens 
declare the Glory of God, and that the Firma- 
ment ſheweth forth his handy Work. There is 
n ;indeed, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, neither 
rom Speech nor Language, but their Voices are 
G 2 heard 
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heard among them, Their Sound 1s gone out 4 
into all Lands, and their Words unto the End 
of the World, That is, ſo regular and uni- 
form are the Revolutions of thoſe Bodies, | 
and, in every Reſpect, ſo great a Harmony is 
maintained, that, though they utter no real 
Voice, yet the Reaſon of Men is able to diſ- F i 
coyer — 2 their Order, their De- . 


4 
7 


T1 
Sr] 
e 
1 


of nothing, call'd them into Being. , 
Neceſſary therefore was it that the Laws 
of Nature ſhould be conſtant, regular, and "2 | 
uniform; that the ſame Cauſe ſhould be able 
to produce the fame Effect; and that, ordi- 

narily, the Effect produced ſhould be pro- 
portional to its producing Cauſe, If there- Bp 
fore the Laws of Nature ſhould, at any '*® 
Time, be violated and broken ; if Irregula- i 8 
rity ſhould be obferyed where Harmony is is Fc 
natural; if Effects ſhould be produced inde» 3 
pendent of their Cauſes; we muſt confeſs 
that the Author of Nature is concerned, and 4 
that Omnipotence itielt hath ſtretched out its M 
Hand, If therefore, for Inſtance, upon any . 
particular Occaſion, we ſhould fee a Stone 4 
ſuſpended in the Air, or a Man walking up» | 


on the Water without any viſible Suppan; 3 | 
a Chro- 
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i a Chronicle Diſeaſe cured by a Word ſpeak- 


id ing; a dead and corrupted Body reſtored to 
iLife in a Moment; if we ſhould ſee the Sun 
s, eclipſed, at a Time when the Moon is at the 
is Pull; or ſhould hear unlearned Men ſpeak- 
al ing every Language under Heaven; we could 
i 1 mot ſurely doubt but that there was an extra- 
e- 3 Ordinary Interpoſition, either of God himſelf, 
he pr of ſome intelligent Agent ſuperior to Man, 
ut f I order to bring about ſome particular 
Deſign. 
s Iis poſſible perhaps that Evil Spirits may 
d Pork Miracles, and ſo may be able to im- 
le Foe upon our Senſes; but then they can do 
li- pothing without the Permiſſion of Heaven; 
0- id if God ſhould permit them, he is ob- 
© "ped to work greater Miracles in Oppoſition 
ny i them (which was the Caſe of Moſes and 
a- ide Magicians of Agypt ;) for otherwiſe there 
is FFould be impoſed upon Man a dangerous, 
t invincible Error; which, to all Intents 
d Purpoſes, would be the very ſame Thing 
though God himſelf had wrought thoſe 
Miracles on purpoſe to deceive Mankind, 
Thus then we may always know whether 
2 Miracles are truly divine, that is, whether 
Hey were wrought by God, or by ſome Evil 


Spirit 3 
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Spirit; which is a ſecond Mark of a Divine 4 | 
Revelation. 

But Thirdly, Theſe Miracles muſt b T 1 
wrought openly in the Face of the Word 
'Tis Error, Falſchood, and Deceit only tha 
loves to act behind the Scenes. They canna yg 
ſtand the Teſt, and therefore ſeek to avout 
the Scrutiny of the World. Whereas Trud © 
1s open and barefaced ; it boldly approache i ri 
to the Light, and invites all Men to examine 
its Pretences. The more tis canvaſſed, thin 
more deſirable it appears; and the nearer it. 
viewed, the brighter does it (ſhine. The on: Wt 
applies to our Belief only; the other appeal} 
to our Underſtandings: The one require 
an implicit Aſſent ; the other ſubmits itſel 
to the Examination of unbiaſſed Reaſon. In. 
deed of ſo great Conſequence did St. Pail 
eſteem the public Manner in which our Savl 
our's Miracles were wrought, that in his ad, 
mirable Defence before King Agrippa, bl 1 
urges it as a ſtrong Motive for his Conver- 1 | 
flon : This Thing, ſays he, was not done y 
a Corner, at 

A Fourth Mark of a Divine in 59 
the Completion of Prophecies. For ſince 'ti 2 
impoſſible for Man to diſpoſe of Things ac- l 
cording to his own Pleaſure ; tis likewiſe im- 
2 
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poſſible that he ſhould certainly foretell what 
Vine EC ſhould happen in ſucceeding Ages. When- 
ever, therefore, the Time, and Manner of the 
Birch of any Perſon, as well as the Actions 
rid I of his Life, together with every other re- 
the markable Circumſtance, ſhall be expreſly 
n foretold; if at that Time, and in that parti- 
7008 35 ular Manner, there ſhall appear a Perſon ſo 
uti characterized and diſtinguiſhed, then we may 
he reſt aſſured that he came from God; becauſe 
nin ptherwiſe there would be impoſed upon Men 
ta dangerous but invincible Error. 
it A Fifth Mark of a Divine Revelation is 
on: he Succeſs it meets with in the World. It 
ca his Counſel, or this Work, ſays Gameliel, be 
ire pf Men, it will come to nought ; but if it be 
el bf God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt haply 
In. ge be found even to fight againſt God. For 
d gan it be ſuppoſed that the whole World 
rv-hould be impoſed upon by F allacy of Argu- 
Went ? And when the Cheat is once diſco- 
Fered, how ſhall it be able to ſtand its 
round ? Will not all Men endeavour to ſup- 
Press and deſtroy it? And how can it pre- 
Mail againſt their united Force ? Whenever, 
| 1 Merefore, we ſhall ſee the World thus com- 
"tx Wined to root up any particular Religion, 
ac. rhich nevertheleſs ſprings up, ſpreads itſelf, 
im- and 
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God; or laſtly, whether they enforce ſuch 
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and encreaſes ; when, in ſpight of Perſecu- 
tion, it ſtill prevails ; and notwithſtanding the 
Oppoſition of the ſecular Powers, it waxes 
ſtrong, and is eſtabliſhed, we muſt 5 
conclude that God is with it of a Truth, | 
for otherwiſe it muſt unavoidably be wee 
to nought. 

A Sixth Mark of a Divine Revelation, 3 
the Nature of its Doctrines. And here it 
muſt be our Buſineſs to diſcover whether te 
Doctrines tend to promote Virtue, or to en- 
courage Vice; whether they are conſiſtent or 
inconſiſtent with the moral Attributes o 


moral or ſocial Duties as will forward the 
Peace and Happineſs of Mankind; or whe- 
ther they are ſuch as will naturally breed 
Contention, ſtir up Strife, and fill the World 
with Confuſion and Diſorder. + 
Theſe, I fay, are the Marks, the infallibe 
Marks of a Divine Revelation. Let us ther 
fore bring the Chriſtian Revelation to ths ;.; 
Touchſtone, and ſee whether it will ſtand ta. 
the Trial. And if, upon Examination, 1 te. 
ſhall be found perfect, then we muſt ſa, v1 
with St. Paul, that all Scripture is given "| A 
Inſpiration of God. 


* 
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Do therefore Miracles, fuch, I mean, as 
appear to be wrought by a Power ſuperior 
to all created Beings, aſſure us, that the Doc- 
trines which they are brought to atteſt are 
truly divine ? Behold, how gracious our God 
hath been to us in this Behalf ! When our 
Saviour appear'd, the Lame leaped for Joy ; 
and the Tongue of the Dumb ſang forth his 
Praiſe; the Ears of the Deaf were unſtopped ; 


and the Eyes of the Blind were opened; the 


Lepers were cleanſed ; the Devils were van- 
quiſhed, and confeſſed his Power: No Diſ- 
caſe could abide his Touch ; even Death it 
ſelf reſigned its Victims ; the Grave opened 
her Mouth; and the Bodies of them that 
ſlept aroſe. And when the fatal Hour of his 
Death approached, the Sun ceaſed to ſhine, 


for which no natural Cauſe can be aſſigned - 
Indeed, ſo many were the Works, the won- 


derful Works, which he wrought on Earth, 
that had they been recorded, even the World 
itſelf could not have been able to have con- 


WE tained the Books that ſhould have been writ- 


ten, Add to this, thoſe remarkable Events 
which defeated the Deſign of Julian the 
Apoſtate. For when (to prevent the Com- 
pletion of our Saviour's Prophecy) he had 
encouraged the eus to rebuild their Temple, 

H they 
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they had no ſooner prepared Materials, but I tl 
there happened a great Earthquake, which | 5 
tore up the Stones of the old Foundation of 
the Temple, and difperſed them all, toge- | 
ther with the adjacent Edifices. And now, I rx 
a very great Multitude being gathered toge-Þ tl 
ther, there happened another Miracle; 2 n 
Fire came down from Heaven, which con- 
ſumed the Builders Tools. The eus being h 
yet hardned, a third Miracle ſucceeded; the n 
Night following the Impreſſions of a Croſs, 
which caſt forth Beams of Brightneſs, ap- th 
peared printed upon their Garment : Which i 
Impreſſions when they faw the next Day, 
they endeavoured to waſh and rub them out, 
but could not. See Soc. Scho. Ecc. Hiſt. 
Book IH. Chap. XX. 75 
And that the Miracles wrought to confirm n 
the Truth of the Goſpel, were wrought by h 
the ſpecial Hand of Almighty God, is plainly I ff 
evident; ſince never before, nor ſince that al 
Time, have greater Miracles been wrought I 
on Earth. The Works of Simon Magus, of | /? 
Apollonius, or of any others, cannot ſtand in it 
Competition with them; for they were al E 
obliged to confeſs the ſuperior Power of the © 
Apoſtles, And as to the public Manner in C 
which Chri/# and his Apoſtles manifeſted | © 
their 


5 Euguiry concertiing REDEMPTION, 
but their Power, it is too well known to en 
hich of any doubt. 
noff I we wint ſtill farther Proof; in Gr 
oge - were the Prophecies fulfilled, as every one 
ow, may be ſufficiently ſatisfied, if he compares 
ge · the Hiſtories of the Old and New Tefta- 
3 2 ments. | 
on- And if weenquit what Sucees the Goſpel 
eing has met with in the World, we ſhall receive 
the no ſmall Satisfaction. | 
of, if *Tis now altmoſt two thouſand Years fince 
ap- the Goſpel was firſt promulged, yet it is ftill 
fich in Being! In fpight of the many cruel, ſe- 
ay, vere, and bloody Perfecutions to which it has 
ut, deen expoſed ; in ſpight of the many ſecret 
1.13 Confpiracies and artful Deſigns invented to 
overthrow it, ſo ſecret indeed and artful, that 
rm nothing but the Providence of God could 
by have prevented their Execution; I fay, in 
nly {4 fpight of theſe, it ſtill flouriſhes, and fpreads 
hat abroad. 80 fully is that Prophecy of our 
bt! Lord hitherto compleated ; the Gates of Hell 
Hall never be able to prevail againſt it. View 
in it in its State of Infancy, while the Roman 
all Empire yet flouriſhed ; come nearer to our 
he own Times, and view it in the Reign of 
in Queen Mary; confider the horrid, but well 
d contrived Conſpiracy of the bloody Papiſts, 
ir H 2 in 
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in the Reign of James the Firſt ; reflect to 
what an Height our Sectaries arrived in the 
never-to-be-parallelled Rebellion; View it, 
1 fay, in theſe Circumſtances, and ſay, what #8 
Power, leſs than a Divine, * have pre- 
vented its utter Ruin. 7 7 

Juſtin, ſpeaking of the War waged againſt 
the Jews by Adrian, has theſe Words; F * 
« in the late Jewiſh War, Barchochebas, who 
<< was the Head of the Jeuiſb Rebellion, gue 
Command that the Chriſtians only ſhould 3 
« be moſt cruelly tormented, unleſs they WF rx 
« would deny Jeſus Chriſt, and blaſpheme. 
Euſeb. Pam. Lib. IV. Chap. VIII. And in 
his 8th Book, Chap. XV. we are told, that 
* from the 7th Conſulate of Dzoclefian, to 
the Time of Conſtantine, (ten Years) the 
e Chriſtians were moſt cruelly tormented, en- v 
* dured all Sorts of Scourges, had their Sides f 
« torn with Nails, and at laſt underwent the BF 0 
% Puniſhment of Crucifixion, or were burnt | = 
« to Death.” But notwithſtanding this, the ſt 
Number of Chriſtians equalled half the Ro- w 
man Empire. So mightily grew the Word cc 
of God and prevailed ! Surely theſe Refjecti- 8! 
ons muſt ſilence the Tongues of Gainfayers; ui 
and make them bluſh and be confounded at ne 
their unreaſonable Unbelicf ! Eſpecially, th 
5 It 
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If we conſider, laſtly, the Excellency of the 
Precepts commanded in the Goſpel. How 
exalted. are the Notions which it gives us of 
Deity | How clear and expreſs is it, when 


it would diſcover to us a future State! How 


| 7 ſtrong and enforcing are the Motives where- 


by it engages us to the Practice *of Moral 

Duties ! And how clearly are thoſe Duties 
revealed ! Indeed it contains a Syſtem of Mo- 
4 rality ſo compleat and perfect that it hath not 


been in the Compaſs of Miſtake to ſuppoſe, 
nor in the Power of Malice to faſten any 


© Defect upon the Goſpel. 


But as our Author has affirmed that the 


Doctrines of Criſt and his Apoſtles are very 
different, he will be apt to ſay, that granting 
theſe Arguments to be convincing, yet they 
will only affect the Doctrines of Chriſt him- 
2 We will therefore carry theſe Reflecti- 


ons a little farther. 

When our Saviour had finiſhed his Mini- 
ſtry on Earth, as the Benefits of his Death 
were to be imparted to every Individual, he 
commiſſioned his Apoſtles: to preach thoſe 
glad Tidings of great Joy to- every Creature 
under Heaven. He particularly warned them 
not to preſume to execute this Charge, till 
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they had received Power from on high ; that Lak. dur. 
49. 


is, 
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is, till the Holy Ghoſt ſhould come upon 


| 
them, that by his Means they ſhould be 
guided into all Truth. When the Day of I « 
Pentecoft was fully come, the Apoſtles were . | 
with one accord in one Place. rid  ſuddenh BY | 
there came & found from Heaven as of '1 | | 
mighty ruſhing Wind, and it filled all thi ! 
Place where they were fittihg. Aud ther 
appeared unto them clyven Tongues like as v 
Fire, and it fat upon edch-of ibm; and d + 
were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began 11 
to ſpeal with other Tongues, as the Spiri. 
Ats ii. gave them Utterance, This had long ſinet ti 


deen foretold by the Prophet Foe! ; And ib 
ſhall come to paſs in the laſt Days (ſaith God) f. 

IJ uill pour out of my Spirit upon all Feb; 
and your Sons and your Daughters ſhall pro- 
phefie, and your young Men ſhall ſes Vins 
and your old Men ſball dream Dreams, Ani 
on my Servants, and on my Handmaidens ] | 
will pour out in thoſe Days of my Spirit, and 
Joel il. 28, bey ſhall prophefie. Now, though St. Paul | 
29- reccived nat the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt at 
this Time, yet, we are aſſured that he re- 
ceived it ſhortly after by the Impoſition of 
ans iz, the Hands of the Diſciple 4:zamias, Now Þ 
i7- that God ſhould Commiſſion Men to preach | 
that /ame Goſpel to the Genrrles,- which had 
been 
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Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION, 
been before preached to the Jews by his 
Son; that he ſhould give unto them a Power 
of working Miracles; and that he ſhould 
yet ſuffer them to preach another Goſpel, is 
ſomething ſo contradiftory and unaccounta- 
ble, that, I think, the Wr muſt at 
firſt be exploded. 

But let us hear the — Crime of 
which our Author has accuſed St. Paul. 
And his Crime is no leſs than that of teach- 
ing Doctrines repugnant to Truth, and con- 


trary to all the obvious Appearances of Na- 
ture. The Doctrines are, that all Mankind 
IF became mortal through Adam's Tranſgreſ- 
# hon; and that Mankind became or were 
made Sinners by Adam's Diſobedience, and 
were, upon that Account, bound over to 
| Condemnation, 


As to the firſt Charge, we have, I think, 


ſufficiently cleared our Apoſtle, by ſhew- 


ing that Mortality was not antecedent to, 
and independent of Sin. And as to the ſe- 
cond Charge, I will ſhew, that, though it 
ſhould be repugnant to Truth, it equally con- 
cerns our Saviour and his Apoſtle, But this 
will more properly be conſidered in another 
Place : In the mean while we will proceed 
to prove, that when St. Paul ſays, that as 
| by 
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Ly the Offence of one, Judgement came upon 
all to Condemnation ; even ſo by the Righteouſ. 
neſs of one, the free Gift came upon all Men 
unto Fuſtification of Life. For as by one 
Man's Diſobedience many were made Sinners, 
fo by the Obedience of one many ſhall be mad 
Righteous : J fay, I will prove, that When 
St. Paul ſays this, he ſays nothing contrary u 
Truth and Reaſon. 
The plain Doctrines contained in theſe 
Texts are, that we were made Sinners thro 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion, and fo became ſubjed 
to Puniſhment; and that we ſhall be re- 
deemed therefrom through the Merits and 
Interceſſion of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. þ 
Our Author has ſpent eight Pages in la- 
bouring to prove the Abſurdity of the firſt, 
and the Impoſſibility of the latter Doctrine. 
4 With regard to theſe Doctrines, our Au- 
5 Page 56, thor has obſerved, ** that it is abſolutely ne- 
| 7. * ceſſary to enquire what it is which is the 
© Ground of Divine Revenge; (whether it 
« be ſomething inherent in the Creature, or 
« ſomething external to him) becauſe it 1s ay. 
« the removing or taking away the Ground "3 
of Divine Revenge, which muſt make f ; 
« Way for, and which can only render ſuch Sn 
« a Creature the proper Object of Mercy; 


cc for 


Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION, 


« for otherwiſe, ſays he, that Creature will 
« continue to be the proper Object of Re- 
te venge, untill Vengeance has been fully ſa- 


4 Matter to this Iſſue, viz, that as the true 
Ground of divine Revenge is internal and 


perſonal. 
fo To this I obſerve, firſt, that if Men are 


vorn defective, there muſt be ſome Cauſe or 
a other of that Defect: And if we enquire 
what that Cauſe is, we ſhall be at a great 
Loss to find any other than the malevolent 
Diſppoſtion of the Deity ; or the ſinful Be- 


| *Eftrated beyond all Doubt; tis blaſphemous 
** to account for this from the former; and 
therefore muſt we, of Neceſſity, have Re- 
Wcourſe to the latter Cauſe. 
Indeed, granting that Adam ſinned, and 
or bat he did we have no Reaſon in the World 
o doubt; granting this, I ay, the Corrup- 
Wy ion and Depravity of his Poſterity will admit 
a f an caly Solution; of a Solution, very 
q agrecable to our Author's ren 5 
" I The 


for 


« tisfied.” And our Author has brought the 


erſonal, ſo the true Ground of divine Mercy 
and Favour” muſt like wiſe be internal and 


3 haviour of our fir/t Parents. That Men are Page 8— 
born deſective, we have already demon- 
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garcd to ſuch a Creatute as Man, 


An ANSWER 7 Mr. Cuuss“ 
The firſt Man Adam was created in a 
wonderful and furprizing Manner, by the 
immediate Operation of the Spirit of the Al. 
mighty; not ſo is the Poſterity of Adam, 
Adam owed his Exiſtence to a Cauſe Divine; 
from natural Cauſes do his Poſterity receir 
their Being. Now whatever is brought into 
Being by Means of Generation, has, univer- 
fally, the ſame Properties and Affections 0 
its generating Cauſe : It receives not only the 
external Shape, but the internal Form, the 
Qualities, the Diſpoſitiens of the Mind. The 
Lien is therefore fierce, the Fox wily and 
fubtle, the Dove innocent and harmleſs, be 
cauſe the firſt of their Species were reſpec: 
tively ſo created. And the fame is true of 
every other Species of Beings. Did therefor? 
Adam corrupt his Nature? His Poſter ity 
muſt be corrupt. For, fince the 'Offipri : 
naturally reſembles its Parent; if Adam wil 
at Liberty to alter his Nature, und if alma 
immediately after his Creation, he did mib 
an Alteration therein, his Poſterity could na 
reſemble him in his former, but muſt be & 
nerated after his latter Likeneks. 
But Secondly, we will conſider what woult 
be the natutal Conſequence of Sin with re- 


Appetite: 


B's ö 
8 Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION, 

y the Appetites and Paſſions no doubt he had 
ne Al. of different Kinds; ſome inclining him to 
Adin Good, and others, to the Commiſſion of 
Evil. Had thoſe Paſſions which inclined 


vine, 

eceie him to do Good, been ſtronger than thoſe 
t ino which inclined him to do Evil, there had 
niver.{& been no. Poſſibility of finning. Or had the 


latter Paſſions been ſtronger than the former, 
there had been no Poſſibility of his doing 
Good. We muſt therefore ſuppoſe thoſe 
different Paſſions, (if I may ſo ſpeak) equally 

= poized, neither of them being ſtronger than 
1X the other. Was there therefore no other 
Principle of Action, Man muſt have been a 
paſſrove Being, We muſt therefore ſeek for 
ſome other Faculty of the Mind, ſome 
% other Power ſufficient to determine his 
ri Choice; and that Power muſt be his Vill, 
wit guided by unerring Reaſon. To which ever 
of the Paſſions the Will inclined, thoſe ne- 
ceſſarily became the ſtronger. If it once 
inclined to thoſe Paſſions which prompted 
Man to Evil, we cannot be at a Loſs to 
gueſs what would be his future Conduct: 
Its Determinations were contrary to the Dic- 
tates of Reaſon, it would therefore never 
after liſten to its Voice, His virtuous Paſ- 


ſions might ever and anon exert their Force, 
12 bin 
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but his Will being allied to a different Power, | 
their Efforts muſt always be ineffectual and 


vain. 


Reaſon itſelf it could never after interpoſe in 
their Behalf. Twas the Buſineſs of Reaſon 
to govern and. direct the Will; not arbitra- 


rily, but conſiſtently with Freedom. Should | 
therefore the Will abuſe ſuch Freedom, and 
by any Means gain the Aſcendant over Rea- 


fon ; ſhould it become too light not to be 
carried away with the impetuous Torrent of 
our boiſterous Appetites ; ſhould it float and 


turn juſt as the Stream drives on; ſhould | 


the Underſtanding be too weak to direct, 
and therefore too impotent to govern the 
Helm, we muſt neceſſarily ſplit upon the 
Rock of Temptation, and therefore make 


Eſpecially if we conſider further, tha 


3 


Shipwreck of our Happineſs. For if Reaſon, | 


when pure and undefiled, was not able to 
withſtand the Aſſault, much leſs will it be fo e. 


when corrupt, impure, deprav'd. At firſt 


deceived by Cunning, we are now enſlaved Þ 


by Power ; and daily Experience cannot but 
too ſadly evince us, that neither Deſign, Ma- 
lice, nor Power is wanting to our Adverſary, 
to ſecure his Conqueſt and compleat our 
Ruin, 


But 
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But of this Matter hear what St. Auguſtine 
faith ; „Man, by making an ill Uſe of Free- 
« Will, deſtroyed both himſelf and it ; for 
<« ag he that hath killed himſelf, hath killed 
„ himſelf by living, but doth not live by 
« Virtue of that unnatural Violence com- 
a- WY © mitted upon himſelf, and is incapable of 
1d BY < reſtoring himſelf to Life again; ſo when 
nd IE « Man committed Sin with a Free-Will, 
- < Sin being his Conqueror, the Freedom of 
be IS his Will was loſt; for of whom Man is 
of F< overcome, of the fame is he brought in 
d Bondage.“ | 
This I look upon to be as clear and certain 
Jas Mathematical Demonſtration ; let us there- 


he fore apply it to our Author's Argument. 
he Sin, he tells us, is internal and perſonal; 
ke and as ſuch is the Ground of divine Revenge. 


Let it be admitted that Sin is perſonal, yet 
will we maintain that Sin proceeds from an 
external Cauſe, from the Tranſgreſſion and 
Apoſtacy of the firſt Man Adam. Should he 
ell us, that God muſt be unjuſt, if he pu- 
Wnithes one Man for the Offence of another; 
will anſwer, that this is not the Caſe. 
„ Ve are not indeed generated in fo perfect a 
ur Manner as Adam was created; and this we 

have proved muſt neceſſarily happen, upon 
a Sup- 
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been no Means of Redemption, God waul 1 
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a Suppoſition that Adam finned. But tho 
the Corruption of our Nature conſequent 
upon Adam's Fall, could not be by us « 
voided, we are nevertheleſs therefore Sin- 
ners *, and as ſuch are expoſed to the Ven ji 
gence of our Maker. But then had then 


have deſtroyed Alam; and not have ſuffers F 
him to propagate a Race of Creatures whid 
muſt neceſſarily have been puniſhed withor 
any Fault or Demerit of their own. Fe 
otherwiſe it would have been the fame Thinf 
as if God had created Man imperfect, au | 
had therefore puniſhed him becauſe he v 
imperfect. We are not, we cannot, therefor}? 
be puniſhed for the Sins of Adam. But G 
did ſuffer. Adam to propagate a Race « | 
Creatures, naturally and unauoidabiy impei 
fect ; he has therefore provided for them ff 


ſufficient Means of Redemption. And as th 


Cauſe of Sin, with Reſpect to Adam's Poſte 
rity, is external, ſo, according to our Author 
own Argument, the Means of Redemptiaſ 
muſt likewiſe be externa/. The State of of 
Caſe is, I think, in few Words, plain 
r e HAR IP eee 
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See Yeneey's Kxpoſition of the 39 Articles, p. 254. 26! 
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to Sin, that we are not fufficient of ourſelves 
to Guide ourſelves in the Paths of Virtue: 


not of our own Election, it would, as I have 
juſt now obſerved, be unjuſt in God, ſhould 
he puniſh us for the Conſequences of fuch 
her BY Corruption. But tho! it would not be agree- 
gu able to Juſtice to puniſh us upon that Ac- 
er count, yet are we the Objects of Reſentment 
upon that Account; and had it not pleaſed 
the Almighty to declare to us, by a ſpecial 
| Revelation, that he had provided Satigfaction 
for thoſe Sins which we maſt | unavoidably 


had any Ground to expect that thoſe Sins * 
would e'cr have been forgven. But now we 
have great Confidence through the Grace of 
[3 God which is in Grit Fefus : By his meri- 
Torious Death and Sufferings he repaired thoſe 
Breaches which Sin had made; he thereby 
placed us in à State of Regeneration, and 
made us capable of pleaſing Gd. 

But now the Benefits of CDriſts Death and 
Pathon will be erhoyed by thoſe only, who, 
fo far as it has been in their Power, have 
practiſed his Precepts, and obſerved his Sta- 
tutes; have ſincotely repented of thoſe Crimes 


Nature, 


and as this Corruption of our Natures was 
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commit, we could not, I am fare, have 19-34 


which, thro" the Weakneſs and Frailty of 
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Nature, they may at any Tum 1 com- 
mitted. 

Perfect Virtue, a5 our Author, is not 
by Man attainable ; but excluſive of the Me- 
rits of our Saviour, perfect Virtue only, will 
be accepted of the Lord. Now if the Blood 
of Ori -waſhes away that Filth which u. 
furally pollutes the beſt of our Actions, and 
afterwards leayes us to be puniſhed or re- 
warded as our Actions, ſo purged, deſerve; 
how we can be ſaid to be puniſhed for the 
Offences of another, or to be rewarded for 
the Virtues, of, another, in the Senſe. which 


| dur Author takes it, is what I am at an ex- 
tream Loſs to gueſs. He has not in either 


Cafe conſidered the Agency of Man, for 
ſurely, if he had, the World had been de- 
prived of his claborate Production, | 
But we proced to conſider, what our Au- | 
thor urges; as the Ground of the Sinners |} 
Acceptance with God. And he tells us, that 
when that evil Diſpoſition of Mind out of 
which an evil Action ſprung (which deno- 
minates and conſtitutes i it to be an evil Action 
in a motal Senſe) is put auay, then he tut 
before was the proper Object of Puniſhment, 
by this ceaſes to be ſuch, and becomes 


rag 58. *. the proper Object of Mercy. It 


happens 
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happens unluckily for our Author, that he 


has told us in another Place, that the evil Diſ- Fase + 


poſitions of our Minds are acquired; if this 
be true, then thoſe evil Diſpoſitions muſt be 
the Efe#s of Sin; but here, it ſeems, they 
are the Cauſes of Sin ; and thus, I think, looks 
ſomething like a Contradiction. However, 
be thoſe evil Diſpoſitions the Cauſes, or the 
Effects, of Sin, it is requiſite that we know 
how, or by what Means, they may be put 
away. Our Author has told us indeed that 
they may be put away, but he has not offered 
the leaſt Appearance of an Argument to ſup- 
port this Aſſertion. Nor did I expect it. He 
has-no Opinion of the Merits of a Redeemer ; 
and Man is, of himſelf, abſolutely unable to 
bring about that Change. This we have ſuf- 
ficiently proved above; and therefore the 
Concluſion drawn from thefe Premiſes will 
of Courſe be ſet aſide. But even ſuppoſing 
that thoſe evil Diſpoſitions of Mind may be 
put away, and that afterwards we ſhould lead 
a virtuous and a godly Life ; all this will by no 
Means entitle us to any Rewards : If it does, 
we muſt either maintain that Puniſhment is 
nothing but the Privation of Happineſs ; or 
that there is ſome Merit in good Actions ſuf- 
ficient to remove the Puniſhment juſtly due 

K to 
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to Sin and Wickedneſs. Neither of theſe 


Suppoſitions can poſlibly be admitted. Merit 
we have none; and Puniſhment muſt be | 


ſomething real. Let it then be granted that 
we may be entitled to Happineſs, even after 


the Commiſſion of Sin ; but let us take with 


us this Conſideration, that the Commiſſion 


of Sin has ſubjected us to Puniſhment, 


which we, of ourſelves, can never remove; 
and we ſhall have a Being enjoying a State 


of Eternal Happineſs, and at the fame Time 


bearing the Load of Eternal Torments; which | 


ſeems to be altogether an abſolute Impoſſi- 
bility. 


Chriſtian has been guilty of Sin, yet the Pu- 


niſhment conſequent upon Guilt is juſtly re- 
moved by the All-ſufficient Merits of our 
oreat Redeemer : But what Merit 1s there in | 
a Free-thinker that can produce the ſame | 
Effet ? And if there ſhould be none found, | 
ſurely there is a wide, material Difference! 
As to his comparing the Sinner to a Man in | 


a State of Poverty, the Compariſon is too 


abſurd to be particularly conſidered, 
But 


But our Author will tell us, that this is 
weakly urged, becauſe that is the Caſe upon 
all Schemes. But he ſhould have conſidered, 8 
that though it will be always true that the 
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But we muſt follow him through another 
Turning. He has juſt obſerved, that when 
once Guilt is contracted, it can never be 
taken away; that is, when once a Perſon has 
committed an evil Action, he will continue 
to have been guilty of that Action to all Eter- 
nity, at leaſt fo long as he ſhall continue to 
exiſt, But, having fince diſcovered that Guilt 
is only a Quality or Property of Action, he 
is now of another Mind, and tells us, that 
when a guilty Action ceaſes, the Guilt or 
Nonconformity of that Action to its Rule 
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ceaſes with it, And he inſtances in a Caſe as 66, 


of Murder, and fays, that when a Man has 
once been guilty of Murder, though it will 
be for ever true that he has, or did, once con- 


1 tract the Guilt of Murder, that he has been, 
A or was guilty of Murder, and that he has 


been, or was a Murderer ; yet it will not be 
for ever true that he is contracting the Guilt 
of Murder, or that he is a Murderer, be- 
cauſe when the murderous Action ceaſed, 
then the Murder, or the Nonconformity of 
that Action to Rectitude ceaſed alſo, 

What he means by the Properties or Qua- 
lities of Action, J can't well tell; but I ſhall 
agree with him, that an Action ceaſes when 


it ceaſes. I muſt however obſerve, that, as 
K 2 Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment is relative to Guilt, the latter 
of theſe being the Ground and Foundation 
of the former, when Guilt ceaſes, there 1s no 
Ground for Punithment ; and, if the Guilt 
of an Action ceaſes with the Commiſſion of 
that Action, then Sin muſt be puniſhed im- 
mediately, or not at all. And if Penitence 
only ſhould be able to remove the Puniſhment, 
that Penitence muſt be as inſtantaneous as the 
Guilt ; which, ſuppoſing Man to be created 
perfect, is a Suppoſition ridiculous and abſurd. 
But our Author has ſaid, that tis ten thouſand 
to one but that in ſome Inſtances or other 
we become guilty ; and if ſo, to uſe his o.] n 
Expreſſion, Mankind is placed in a very ha- 
zardous State indeed | ti 

As to what he has ſaid with N to a 
State of Innocence, it is impertinent and vain, 
He will have it to be a Mean only betwixt 
Virtue and Vice, and to rife no higher than 
bare Exiſtence, But ſurely a Man may be th 
innocent, and at the ſame Time perfectly be 
juſt and good. Innocence does not neceſlarily In 
imply that a Man has never acted; but it Ig 
frees hum from any Charge of Sin, that | for 
might falſly be laid upon him. fr 

As to what our Author has urged in Op- | oF 


poſition to a late learned Writer, I ſhall only Sal 
obſerve | 
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r obſerve, that he has happily been driven to 
N contradict himſelf in the Premiſes; and as to 
10 the main Argument, it is, I think, ſufficiently 
lt confuted by what we have already urged, 
of | Thus have we confidered our Author's 
2» | firſt Propoſition, viz. that Penitence is the 

© only Ground of God's Mercy to Sinners; we 
have endeavoured particularly to confute 
whatever he has urged in Defence thereof; 
and have, as I think, in many Caſes reduced 
him to abſolute Atherſm. 
We proceed now, in the third Place, to 
prove that our Author's Fir/# Doctrine is not 
rue Chriſtianity. 
And I begin with an undeniable Propoſi- 
tion: If Man could have been ſaved by ordi- 
Jnary Means, God would not have had Re- 
courſe to any that were extraordinary ; if 
4 the Death and Sufferings of a God Incarnate 
had not been ab/clutely neceſſary to Salvation, 
chen 'tis certain that God would not have 
been Incarnate, and, in Conſequence of ſuch 
ily Incarnation, ſubmitted himſelf to fo much 
it Ignominy, Contempt, and Shame. If there- 
nat fore he who ſuffered upon the Croſs was 

ru God, as well as truly Man, then thoſe 
p- Sufferings were abſolutely neceſſary to our 
aly Salvation. 


ve And 


71 


— 


= — — — — coffe = | 
— — I ON tr... 


John y, 


26, 


"IM 


A ANSWER fro Mr. CHuBs's 


And as our Author has appealed to the 
Words of our Saviour, let us hear what he 
ſpeaks of this Matter. And if it ſhall appex 
that the Son hath, in this Reſpect, made him. 
ſelf equal with the Father, then Mr. Chu, 
according to his own Appeal, muſt be obliged 
to own, that we can be ſaved only through Þ 
the Merits of our Lord Jeſus Chri/t. þ 

And firſt, whatever exiſts, exiſts neceſſarily, 
or-dependently ; whatever exiſts neceffarily 
exiſts by, or in itſelf ; whatever exiſts depen. 
dently, has its Exiſtence derivatively : Bu 
as the Father - hath Life in himſelf, ſo ba 
be given to the Son to have Life in himſelf 
The Son, therefore, exiſts neceſſarily; there. 
fore independently; he is therefore God 
equal with the Father. In another Place, 
he ſays, I and the Father are one; not ore 
Perſon, but, as the Greek Word implies 
one Thing, one Being, one Subſtance. : 

Again, when the Jews aſked of our Saviour ll 
whether he had ſeen Abraham; and ſo pu 
him upon the Reſolution of a Queſtion which 


ls ad gu. Lc. 


required him to tell the Number of his Days 
he takes upon him the ſame Character and 
Name which God had long fince declared d 
himſelf to Moſes, a Name which can belong 
oha vi, to none but God himſelf; before Abrahan 


ads, 
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the was, fays he, I am; that is, before Abraham 
he was born, I was what I am now, the 
mighty God, the Lord of Hoſts, Jehovah, 
I am. And 'tis plain that the Jews took him 
in this Senſe, for they propoſed to ſtone 
bim, becauſe he made himſelf equal with 
= God. 
N No Wonder then that Chr:/? inſiſted on 
Mens believing in him, and repreſented ſuch 
aich to be of the utmoſt Importance to 
hem. 

This our Author ſeems to have been ſen- 
ble of; and to evade the Conſequences of 
. has been guilty of the greateſt Diſhoneſty 
] of Diſingenuity that I have ever met with 
Wn any Writer. 


i 1fts upon Faith in him, he did not intend 
teach Men that ſimple believing was the 
Pround of God's Favour and Mercy; for 
Wc hath faid, not every one that ſaith unto 


* e, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom 
* f Heaven, but he that doth the Will of my 


Father which is in Heaven. And farther, that 
e who hears, who believes his Sayings, and 
Wh them not, is like unto a Man who builds 


dad. 
is Houſe upon the Sand. Now, when our 
ong ; b 
Author comes to draw his Concluſion, he 


drops 


— 
/ 


* 
I 


He has obſerved, that whenever Chrift page 8; 
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drops that Part of our Saviour's Diſcourſe 
which demands our Faith, and has reſpeg 
to that Part only which ſpeaks of Works 
A Man of common ' Honeſty would have 
repreſented our Saviour as teaching that both 
Faith and Works were neceſlary to Salvation, 
But this, he found would lead him to Con- 
cluſions deſtructive of his Scheme. : 
When he/ fays, that Works muſt be do 
in our 'own Perſons, and not in the Perſon o 
another; he ſays juſt nothing at all. W 
have before fully ſtated this Matter, and hu 
therefore only add, that Works, tis tru 
muſt be done in our Perſons ; yet, as ti 
beſt of our Works are very imperfect, th 
muſt be done in the Name of Chri/t, a 
will finally be rewarded through the Meri 
of his Blood only. | 

However, he will have it that Chr:/? tauęi 
not this Doctrine; and, to ſupport this A 
fertion, he mentions the Parable of the Pr : 
digal Son, and ſays, that the Ground or Re 
ſou why the Father received, embraced, : 
rejoiced over the Prodigal Son, who | 
waſted his Subſtance in riotous Livin 


(Chri/t informs us) was not becauſe he h 5 
been importuned to do it, not becauſe ſony neſ 
other Perſon had behaved well, and merit Fat 


great 
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greatly \at is Hand; but becauſe he, the 
COME A * Man. Page 84. 
What nn Paſ- 
nge of Scripture, which countenance our 
S Author's Obſervations, I can't imagine; tis 
# certain that he is entirely ignorant of the true 
Meaning thereof. 
S The Parable, ſtript of Allegorical Expreſ- 
$ ſions is plainly this. A certain, Man had two, _ 
$ Sons: And the Tunger of them ſaid to bis 11.—20, 
8 Father, Father, give me the Portion of Goods 
S that falleth to me, and be divided unto them 
© bis kving. That is, God had two Sons, the 
one imploring, the other deſpiſing the Aſſiſt- 
u ances of his Grace: The Younger, that is, 
he who deſpiſed the Aſſiſtance of his Father's 
Spirit, requeſted of him, that he having a 
ſufficient Degree of Grace, might be per- 


mitted to ſtand upon his own Bottom; his 
pa Father complied with his Requeſt, And not 
Re many Days after, the younger Som gathered all 


together, and tool bis Journey into a far Coun- 
, and there waſted bis Subſtance with riot- 


ivy aus living. Long had he not been left to him- 
> hay delf, but he practiſed every kind of Wicked- 
ſoo} neſs, and exhauſted all that Grace which his 


cri Father had beſtowed upon him, And when: 
real I. he 
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he had ſpent all, there aroſe a mighty Famine 
in that Land, and he began to be in Want, 
In theſe Circumſtances he was ſurrounded 
with Miſery, encompaſſed with Dangers, 
which of himſelf he could by no Means 
avoid. And he went and joined himſelf to « i 
Citizen of that Country, and he ſent him int 
his Field to feed Swwine : And he would fain 
have filled his Belly with the Huſts that th 
Swine did eat, and no Man gave unto hin, 
However, deſperate as his ' Circumſtance 
were, he would not yet return to God; mor 
ſtrongly than ever he follows after Vice ; fai 
would he have enjoyed Content which ſeemet 
to be ſo pleaſantly purchaſed ; but alaſs ! N- 
Satisfaction could be found. The Practice of 
Wickedneſs tormented him with Sorrow, 

and of himſelf he could not practice Virtue. 

And when he came to himſelf be ſaid, Hn 
many of my Father's hired Servants ha 
Bread enough and to ſpare, and IT periſh ui 
Hunger ! I will ariſe, and go unto my Fu- 
ther, and will ſay unto him, Father, I hav 
finned againſt Heaven, and before thee, au 
am no more worthy to be called thy Son, nab 
me as one of thy hired Servants. At length, 
tired with theſe Purſuits, and reflecting what 
Happineſs thoſe Servants enjoyed who per- 


formed 
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formed the Will of his Father, he reſolves, if 
poſſible, to regain his Father's Favour, to ob- 
tain that Aſſiſtance which he had fo ſcornfully 
deſpiſed, I will, fays he, endeavour to for- 
ſake this Courſe; and though I know I am 
not, as yet, worthy of my Father's Fayour, 
tho' I am ſenſible I cannot challenge any kind 
Acceptance, I will yet venture to implore 
his Mercy, and humbly to ſue for his Pro- 
tection, Who knows but he may yet be 
gracious, may compaſſionate my Miſery, and 
deliver me from my Diſtreſs? Who knows 
but I may yet be waſhed clean by that Blood, 
which, for that very Cauſe, was poured out 
upon the Croſs ! And he aroſe and came to 
his Father; but when he was yet a great 
Way off, his Father ſaw him, and had Com- 
paſſion on him, and ran and fell on his Neck, 
and kiſſed him. He did as he reſolved; and, 
as he wiſhed, ſucceeded ; his Father, tho' 
of himſelf unworthy of it, forgave him his 
Offences, aſſiſted his Weakneſs, and received 
him into Favour. 

This Parable therefore was intended to 
declare to us, that ſincere Repentance will, 
thro' the Merits of Chriſt, be accepted in- 
ſtead of perfect Service. In vain therefore 
did this Writer produce this Paſſage to ſup- 

L 2 port 
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of Gris, that Penitence is che any Ground 
of God's Mercy to Sinners. Can be exped 


page 85. 
86. 


cn ANSWER #4 Mr ,CuvB8't 
port his Principles, to prove, from the Words 


carefully read thoſe Books call'd the four 
Goſpels ; and ſhall at the fame time tell us 
that he has found but one Paſſage which 
ſeems to contradict his Opinion? Has prin- 
cipal Care ſeems to have been, not to diſ- 
cover, but to avoid thoſe Places which make 
againſt him ; but notwithſtanding ' his Care, 
one Word there is, which, at firſt Sight, not 
a little perplexed him ; but, according to his 
old Cuſtom, he ſoon diſmifſed his Fears; 
he preſently diſcovered, that the Word was 
often uſed; in the Old Teſtament, in a re- 
mote and figurative Senſe ; and from this 
Conſideration he ſeems to have received 
abundant SatisfaQtion. 

What that Paſlage means, and our as 
thor's Manner of treating it, we now proceed] 
to conſider. _ 

The Paſſage referr'd to, is the 4 5th Verſe . 
of the 1oth Chapter of St. Mark. Even as th: 
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Son of Man came not to be miniftered unto, bu 
to miniſter, and to give bis Life a Ranſom Þ 
for many. The Apoſtles having entertained 
an Opinion that their Maſter was to be 4 
temporal 
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temporal Meſſiah, and that upon his Ad- 

vancement to his Kingdom, he would raiſe 
them to Power and Magnificence, the Sons 
of Zehedee require of him, that they might 


be his chicfeſt Favourites, and enjoy the 


Power. To check this their ambi- 


dus Deſire, he tells them what was the true 
Y Deſign of his Miſſion ; he came into the 
World, not to poſſeſs its Glories, but to de- 

Arey the Works of the Devil. The Words 


therefore will admit of this Paraphraſe ; 


Dote ye not fooliſhly on Lordſhip and Domi- 
nien; for ye will certainly be- diſappointed. 
8 The Diſciple is not above his Maſter, nor the 


Servant above bis Lord, "tis ſufficient that 
the Diſciple be as his Maſter, aud the Servant 
as his Lord. At preſent I am in a Condition 


nean and low; nor is it confiflent with my 
Dein to make an Alteration for, which you 
$ e/teem, the better. I came not to promote your 


worldly Intereſt ; but, by giving my Life as 
a Price of Redemption, #0 purebaſe for you 


$ everlaſting Habit ations. 


This is a Paſſage perhaps as plain, and as 
literally expreſſed, as any one Text in the 
ſacred Pages. 

But our Author will not admit this Senſe 
of it, firſt, becauſe it is contrary to all that 
Chrift 
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Grit has ſaid upon the Subject, and cannot 
poſſibly be true. Secondly, becauſe the 
Word Ranſom is often - uſed, in the Old 
Teſtament, in a figurative Senſe. To ſup 
port his firſt Reaſon he has produced our 
Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, and the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son. We have ju 
now ſhewed that the fame Doctrine is de. 
livered in both thoſe Places; and farther, 
that the inculcating this Doctrine was Chrift; 
principal and main Deſign, We will her: | 
however mention another Paſſage or two; 
and firſt, John vi. 51. are theſe Words; !Þ 
am the living Bread, faith Chrift, whit! 
came down from Heaven. If any Man ea: 
of this Bread, be ſhall tive for ever. And the 
Bread which I give is my Fleſh, which I will 
give for the Life of the World. Again, u 
the 1oth Chapter the 14th and 15th Verſs | 
of the ſame Evangeliſt, he thus ſpeaks; I 
am the good Shepherd and know my Sheep, 
and am known of mine; as the Father 
knoweth me, even ſo know I the Father. Au 
I lay down my Life for the Sheep. Again, 

immediately before his Paſſion, he inſtituted 

the Sacrament in theſe Words; And he tool 
the Bread, and gave Thanks, and brake it, 
and gave unto them, ſaying, This is my Body 

| which 
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which is given for you : This do in Remem- 
brance of me. Likewiſe alſo the Cup after 
Supper, ſaying, This Cup is the New Tefta- 
ment in my Blood, which is ſhed for you. 

Again, Jubn iii. 5. Veri), verily, T ſay unto 
thee, except a Man be born of Water, and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God. The plain Meaning of which 
is, that unleſs we be regenerated by Baptiſm 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and be afterwards guided 
and aſſiſted by the ſame bleſſed Spirit, we 
cannot perform our Duty, and therefore can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of God. And 
the Reaſon of this Chri/# himſelf hath given 
us, that which is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, &c. 
that is, that which is born of the Fleſh is 
wholly unclean, and under the Wrath of 
| God; and therefore this Word (Fleſh) ſigni- 
fieth the corrupt Nature of Man ; contrary to 
which is the Spirit, that is, the Man ingrafted 
into Jeſus Chriſt, through the Grace of the 
Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Nature is everlaſting and 
immortal, though the Strife of the Fleſh re- 
maineth. And this abundantly confirms what 
we have proved above, dig. that the Cor- 
ruption of our Nature proceeds from natural 
Cauſes. Again, in the 14, 15, 16, 17 and 
18th Verſes of the ſame Chapter, our Savi- 


our 
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our thus ſpeaks, 4s Moſes Bfted up the Ser, 


pent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of 


Man be lifted up: That whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould nat per:ſÞ, but have eternal Life, 
For God. ſo loved the World that be gave hi; 
only begotten San, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but bave everlaſting 
Life, For God ſent not bis Son into the World 
to condemn the World ; but that the World 
through him might be ſaved. He that h. 
keveth is not condemned, but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, becaufe he hath not 
believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of 
Ged. | 
Theſe Texts are ſo expreſs that no othet 
Conſtruction can poſſibly be put upon them, 
As to our Author's Reaſons why this Doc- 
trine cannot poſſibly be true, they have been 
already conſidered, and, as I think, ſuffici- 
ently confuted. The Example which he ha Þ 


produced out of the Old Teftament to ſhew 


us that the Word Ranſom is therein often uſed Þ 
ina figurative Senſe, is certainly the moſt un- 
lucky one that he could poſſibly have pitched Þ 
upon. 

When a Man, ſays our Author, is become 
a Vaſſal or Slave to another, and his Liberty 


Page 41. is purchaſed, then he is redeemed. The 
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| Maelites were Pharaoh's Bond-Men, and 
therefore when they were delivered from that 
b Bondage, they were literally redeemed. But 

ſuppoſe that he could have produced an Ex- |; 
ample out of the Old Teſtament, wherein the 
Word is uſed in a figurative Senſe, yet this 
would by no means prove that our Savicur 
© likewiſe uſed it in a figuratzve Senſe, For as, 
according to this Writer, we muſt not have 
© Recourſe to the Writings of the Apoſtles, to 
know what our Saviour taught, ſo neither 
E muſt he have Recourſe to what Moſes, or the 
of WR Prophets taught. 
But we are to hear two remarkable In- 
et BY ſtances of the Fallibility of the Apoſtles. In 4 87, 
mi, the firſt, ſays our Author, they fell ſbort of, 
in the ſecond they went beyond the Defign and 
en Intention of their Maſter. 
ci-And firſt, the immediate Diſciples and 
nas Followers of Chriſt, even after the Effuſion 
en of the Holy Ghoſt on the Day of Pentecoſt, 
ſed 
1n- 
hed 
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© thought, or were of Opinion, ſays this Wri- 
ter, that the Goſpel of Griſt was to be 
F preached to the Jews only ; and that led them 
to confine their Miniſtry to thoſe Jews, What 


me a partial, and diſhoneſt Relation is this! The 
erty {Inſtance he has in View is the Baptiſm of 
The | Cornelius a Gentile ; which happened on this 
lite Manner. Cornelius, a devout Man, and one At x. 
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that feared God with all his Houſe, which 
gave much Alis to the People, and prayed to 
God alway, was commanded by an Angel to 
ſend for Peter, who ſhould tell him what he 
ought to do; he obeyed the Command, and 
ſent three of his Servants to Joppa, that they 
might bring Peter unto him. St. Peter was 
beforehand inſtructed that he ſhould go wich 
the Men, doubting nothing. Being now ar- 
nved at the Houſe of Cornelius, he preached 
unto him Jeſus and the Reſurrection. To 
him, fays he, gave all the Prophets Witnek 
that through his Name, whoſoever believeth i 
him, ſhall receive Remiffion of Sins. Whil 
Peter yet ſpake, ſays the Text, the Holy Ghij 
fell on all them which heard the Mord; ani 
they were all baptiſed in the Name of the Lori 
Jeſus. fo 
But when Peter was come up to Jeriſe 
lem, they that were of the Circumciſion 
contended with him, faying, Thou went 
in to Men uncircumciſed, and didſt eat vii 
them, St. Peter, to ſoften their Reſentment 
rehearſed the Matter to them from the Be 
ginning ; declaring unto them how that be 
had ſeen a Viſion, and was commanded by 
the Spirit to do as they had heard, Ns 
. nohen they heard theſe Things, they held ther 
Peace, faith the Text, and glorified God, fox 


ing 
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ing, then hath God alſo to the Gentiles granted. 


Repentance unto Life. 
_ "Twas the Buſineſs of St. Peter to preach 


| nw the Gentiles, and not of thoſe who mur- 


mured at his Behaviour. St. Peter executed 
his Commiſſion, and they who, at firſt, were 
offended at it, did afterwards triumph and 
rejoice, How then could this Writer utter 
ſo glaring a Falſhood, that the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel was confined to-the Jews. 

But tho' this Charge ſhould be removed, 
our Author is yet reſolved to perſecute St. 
Barnabas and St. Peter. He tells us that they 
thought that Circumciſion and the Obſerva - 
tion of the Ceremonial Law of Moſes ought 
to have been impoſed upon, and to have 
been ſubmitted to by, the Gentile Converts 
to Chriſtianity ; and in this, ſays he, they 


erred in Exceſs. 


This Accuſation is no leß falſe than the 
former, though not altogether ſo groundleb. 
The Affair happened about 51 Years after 
Chrift ; when St. Peter being at Antioch, and 
meeting certain Jews, who earneſtly con- 
tended for the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Meſaic Law, afraid of their Diſpleaſure, he 
withdrew himſelf from the Communian of 
the Gentiles, with whom he had contracted a 
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moſt intimate Friendſhip. About two Years 
before, this ſame Doctrine had been taught 


at Antioch, whereupon a Grand Aſſembly 


was held at Teruſalem, and St. Peter very 
warmly affirmed that Jewiſh Servitude was 
zncon/iſtent with Chriſtian Liberty. No doubt 
but he remembred the Sharpneſs of that 
Conteſt; and now finding the fame Doctrine 
as ſtrongly afferted, and well knowing to 
what an Height thoſe Jews carried their Re- 


ſentment, he dreaded to expoſe himſelf to 


the Effects of their Malice, and therefore left 
the Gentiles to vindicate themſelves. His Be- 
haviour was juſtly blameable, but his Prin- 
ciples might be yet untainted. Fear, we all 
know, is a Paſſion prevalent and ſtrong ; It 
often forces us to conceal our Principles, 


when they ought publickly and freely to be 


declared. But then it does not follow, that 
they are therefore altered, becauſe they are 
not ſo publickly divulged. Nor is the Holy 
Spirit chargeable with this Miſconduct of the 
Apoſtle, Neceſſary was it that he ſhould 
be infallible with regard to Doctrine, but by 
no means was it neceſſary that he ſhould be 
impeccable, The one is conſiſtent with hu- 
man Liberty, the other directly contrary to 


it. Now we know that our Apoſtle diſſem- 
bled 
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bled only with the Jews, and therefore his 
Behaviour proceeded from Fear of Perſecu- 
tion, He well knew the Error of their Doc- 
trine, but dared not to withſtand fo formi- 
dable an Oppoſition, The Conſequences in- 
deed of this Fear might have been very dread- 
ful, as it might have hindered the Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel, at leaſt in thoſe Parts. 
But ſee ! the Providence of God appeared, 
and wonderfully prevented that Miſchief ! 
The Chriſtian Hero, St. Paul, is preſent at 
8 Antioch, withſtands Peter to the Face, and 
$ ſharply reproves him for his baſe Miſconduct. 
$ Afterwards Peter preached the Goſpel, even 
at Antioch, with his former Boldneſs, and 
ſteadily perſevered to the Day of his Cruci- 
# fixion, And now we cannot but tee how 
unfairly this Writer hath treated our Apoſtle : 
His Opinions are condemned, becauſe his Be- 
Laviour was not defenſible, This is great 

Diſingenuity 

Our Author now goes out of his Way to 
prove that the Merits of Griſt are not the 
Means of our Salvation. And he has brought 
the Matter to this Iſſue, viz. that it is 772 the 
Nature of the Thing right and fit, that God 
ſhould pardon penitent Offenders, or elſe it is 
wrong and unfit that he ſhould do it, If 

if 
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it be the former, then God will moſt cer. 
tainly do it; if it be the latter, then 'tis moſt 
certain that God will not do it upon any 
Conſideration whatever, it being morally im- 
poſſible that the Merits of ten thouſand Re- 
deemers, or that any Interceſſion or Applice. 
tion to him ſhould prevail upon him to do 


what is in itſelf wrong. And from theſe 
Premiſes he concludes, that this Doctrine, 
Vs, that God is made placable or merciful | 


to penitent Sinners, through the Merits that 
have ariſen from the Life, the Sufferings, and 
Death of Feſus Chriſt, is moſt notoriouſly fall 


To this 1 ſhall obſerve, that Penitence (Ml 
unleſs it is followed by good Works, dos 


not entitle a Man to any Reward. Our Na. 
ture is corrupt, and therefore we cannot, vj 
ourſelves, do any good Work; ſo that tru 
Penitence is, in the Nature of Things, impol-Þ 


ſible, It is therefore fit that the Nature d i 


Things be altered, for otherwiſe all Mankind 
muſt unayoidably be puniſhed ; And, Got 


be praiſed, by Regeneration the Nature d 


Things is altered. So that it is right and ft 
that penitent Offenders ſhould be therefor 
pardoned, becauſe ſuch Offenders are 7reg+ 


nerated or born again. But Man cannot alte 


the Nature of Things, therefore the Merit 
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of Chrift are the Means of our Regeneration, 
and conſequently of our Salvation. 

Our Author next proceeds to enquire into 
the Doctrine of Merit, as applied to Jeſus 
Chriſt, which, he ſays, is generally made the 
main Ground of a Chriſtian's Faith and 
Hope, though by the Way, continues he, 
Chriſt hath not made Faith in his Blood, nor 
Reliance on his Merits, but only hearing his 
Sayings, and doing them, the great, and the 
only Ground of ſafety to his Followers. Our 
Author ſhould remember, that he has made 
the hearing Chriſt's Sayings, the fame Thing 


89 


as the believing them. And if we are to be- Page 83. 


lieve his Sayings, we muſt neceſſarily believe, 
that his Merits are the only Ground of our 
Faith and Hope. 
But our Author obſerves farther, that 
* when Chr:/t entered upon his Miniſtry, he 
% faſted forty Days, after which he was led 
by the Spirit into the Wilderneſs, and was 
te tempted of the Devil; but then, continues 
« he, as Chriſt was not hungry all that Time 
till the forty Days were at an End, and 
* therefote did not exerciſe any great Se 
Denial in the Time of his Faſting, fo his 
« Virtue could not rife very high on thi 
Account. Ant as Chr:/t's ſtanding out, and 
not 
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“ not being overcome by the Devil's Temp- 
ce tations, riſes no higher than /imple Innocence; 
« ſo Virtue or Merit ſeems at leaſt to be ex- 
« * cluded out of the Caſe.” { 

To this we may. obſerve, that tis not 
merely upon the Account of our Saviour's 
Abſtinence that we claim Acceptance. Three 
grand Purpoſes were, however, hereby ſerved, 

_ Firſt, we are ſhewed the Neceſſity of retir- 
ing ſometimes from the World ; we muſt ſtep 
behind the Scenes, that we may afterwards 
act our Parts upon the Stage to greater Ad- 
vantage, and with more Applauſe. The 
Members of our Bodies muſt be kept in Sub- 


jection, that they may more eaſily be go- 


verned by their Head, that they rebel not 


againſt their Sovereign; leaſt, by a kind of. 


civil Conflict, they bring the whole Commu- 


nity into a direful State of Ruin and Dit- Þ 


order. 


of Faith, and draw the Sword of the Spirit, 
and we ſhall triumphantly break through his 


Rrongeſt Array. Let us but fay, with our 
Leader, Avaunt Satan, for thus it is written, 


and 


Secondly, we are | hereby taught how to 
maintain the Conflict with, and gain a com- 


pleat Victory over the common Enemy of 
Mankind. Let us but lay hold of the Shield 


| 
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and he, temembring his former Defeat, will 
be ſtruck with ſo great a Panick, that he can- 
not ſtand his Ground : He will turn his Back 
upon us, and leave us compleat Maſters of 
the Field. $0 invincible are they who are 
clothed with this Armour of God, the Goſpel ! 
Thirdly, we may obſerve, that there never 
was a Man, who, whilſt a good Soldier, was 
crowned with Succeſs at one Time, but; up- 
on a ſecond Encounter, either by appearing 
in the Field unarmed, or by diſobeying the 
Motions of his Leader, ſuffered a ſhameful 
Defeat. But our General was never con- 
quered ; gained a compleat and final Victory, 
Under thy Banner then, O God, may we all 
be liſted ! In the Number of thy Forces may 


we all be ranked ! 


But this thy glorious Conqueſt is, it ſeems, 
in common Language, ſtiled, frmple Inno- 
cence | Vain Degradation } How canſt thou 
ſubmit to this infamous Abuſe l How canſt 
thou with Patience hear theſe inſulting Cla- 
mours ! Art thou indeed All-gracious? Vea! 
But thou art infinitely Juſt | Thy Deſerters 
may boaſt of their Strength for a Time ; but 
how will they periſh in the Day of Battle 
May we then be faithful in thy Service ! 

N And 


91 


92 


Page 93. 


page 96. 


An AN SW ER Yo Mr. C nus“ 
And may we think the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance, the Armour which thou haſt given 
us, our ſole Safeguard and Defence 

Upon the whole,” though the reſiſting 
Temptations cannot properly be called doing 
Good, yet he that does reſiſt Temptations 
muſt neceſſarily be enabled and diſpoſed to do 
Good]; and therefore ſuch an one will, upon 
all Occaſions, perform his Duty. But no 


Man, I believe, ever yet pretended to be able 
-of himſelf to reſiſt Temptations in all, if in 
any Caſes. Our Saviour was perfectly Good: 


I therefore again conclude: that he was 


ſomething more than Man. And as he un- 


derwent ſuch Sufferings, there muſt be ſome 


End propoſed to be obtained. They could 


not be upon his Account; and therefore were 
deſigned to reſtore Mankind to that State, 


from which, by the Apoſtacy of Adam, they 


were greatly fallen. 
But it ſeems that the Suffering of Chrif 


could not be the Ground of Mercy, but muſt 


be the Ground of Reſentment in the Deity. 


And this Chri/ft himſelf affirms to be the Caſe 


in many of his Parables which- he delivered 


to the Jews. 


Our Author may remember that he has 
told us, that the Death of Chrif# was neceſ- 
fary 
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fry in order to anſwer the Purpoſes of his 


Miniſtry ; but here he ſays, thoſe only are Page g4. 


intereſted in the Caſe, ' who were actually 
concerned in the Death of Chriſt. Conſe- 
quently, the Purpoſes of his Miniſtry were 
confined to thoſe who were actually con- 
cerned in the Death of Chr:/?, See then the 
Conſequences of theſe Poſitions : The Death 
of Chriſt was neceſlary, in order to anſwer 
the Purpoſes of his Miniſtry ; but the Death 
of Chriſt could not be the Ground of Mercy 
fo any; therefore the Purpoſes of Chri/t's 
Miniſtry were deſigned to encreaſe the Mi- 
ſery of Mankind. Blaſphemous and horrid ! 
But to clear this Matter, 'we may obſerve 
further, that Sin, as it is the Tranſgreſſion of 
the Law, ſubjects us to Puniſhment ; which 
Puniſhment can never be removed, till Atone- 
ment is made for our Offences. Now no 
other Satisfaction could be acceptable to God, 
(becauſe no other would be commenſurate to 
our Sins) but the bearing an infinite Load of 
Wrath and Vengeance ; which, had it been 
laid upon us, muſt have been prolonged to 
an Eternity of Sufferings : Becauſe we being 
finite Creatures muſt have lain under thoſe 
infinite Degrees of Wrath to an infinite Dura- 


tion, or to all Eternity, But Chr:/? bore the 
N 2 L. oad 
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Load of infinite Degrees of Wrath at once, 
is therefore an infinite Being, and therefore 
the Eternal God, the only Potentate, the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 

Can we then ſuppoſe that he, who enjoyed 
all the Perfections of the Godhead from all 
Eternity, being God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, would to his Divine 
join our human Nature, and ſo become paſ- 
fible, and ſuffer Death upon the Croſs, for 
no other End than to make the Jews guilty 
of ſhedding his Blood Can we imagine that 
he, who could command twelve Legions of 
Angels to his Aſſiſtance, would yet drink of 
the bitter Cup, had it not been for us Men, 
and for our Salvation | The Thought is pre- 
poſterous ! the Suppoſition ridiculous and 
abſurd !. Nay, but fays our Author, is not 
Uri himſelf to be believed? And he hath 
told us,. What ſhall therefore the Lord of the 
Vineyard do ? he will come and deſtroy the 
Huſbandmen, and will grve the Vineyard unto 
others. 3 4 

Had our Author been poſſeſſed with the 
leaſt Degree of common Honeſty, he would 
here have told us, what was the true Cauſe 
of the Jews Deſtruction, viz, their nal Im- 
penitence and Hardneſs of Heart. Our Sa- 


viour 
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viour himſelf thus pathetically bemoans their 
Fate: O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou "that 
kilkeft the Prophets, and floneft them which are 
ſent unto thee, how often would I have ga- 
thered thy Children together, even as a Hen 


os 


—_ 
37, 38. 


gathereth her Chickens under ber Wings, a 
| you would not Behold, your Houſe is (theres 
fore) left unto you deſolate, When, on the 

Day of Pentecoſt, it was aſked St. Peter, 
8 What ſhall we do to be ſaved? His Anſwer 
was, Repent, and be converted, that your Sim 


* (eſpecially that of the Crucifixion) may be 
blotted out The Act of Crucifixion was not 


of ſuch a Nature, but that it might have been 
A e 
it. The very Blood which they ſpilt, would 


have waſhed away their Guilt, upon the low- 


But when not only before Pilate, but after 
7 bis Reſurrettion (that undeniable Proof of his 


vn ot * 1 


and on our Children, let them not charge God 


fooliſhly, if it happens to them according to 


their Wiſh ! It was all the People, even the 
Sentence ; and, therefore, moſt juſt it was 
that the whole Nation ſhould periſh, And 
as to their Children and Deſcendants, the 

Curſe 
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Curſe can reach thoſe only who. applaud the 

Proceedings of their Forefathers. And, tho 

they be not reinſtated in their earthly Canaas, 

this can be thought no great Hardſhip, ſeeing 

they ſhall exchange it for an everlaſting Hz 

bitation . Now that everlaſting Salvation 

will be the Lot of the converted Jew, and 

alſo of the believing Genzzle ; and that Tha 

Salvation is obtained by the Merits of Chrif; 

Suferings, himſelf has clearly told us, in thok 

Texts particularly which we have juſt noy 

cited. Great and marvellous therefore are th 

Works, O Lord, God Almighty ! Juſt ani 

true are thy Ways, O King of Saints ! 7 

When our Author talks of the inte Re 

dundancy of good Works in Jeſus Chriſt, a 

Page 96. the Cauſe of our Salvation, he talks abſurdly, 

tis not the Redundancy of his good Work, Þ 

but the Merits of his Death and Suffering Þ 

Ak which are Means of our Salvation. And 

Thid. when he intimates. that the Doctrine of 

Supererrogation, as maintained in the Church 

of Rome, has the ſame Foundation as the 

Doctrine of Cbriſt's Merits among Proteſtants; 

and that there is the /ame Reaſon to expect 

1 Salvation from the one as from the other, he to 

| — — | 5c 

| o See Atterbury's Sermon on Good Friday. the 
ſhould 
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ſhould remember, that the Romaniſts are no 
more than Men, and that G is __ as 


well as Man. 
But laſtly, when he ſays that it was Fn 


ſary that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer and die, in 14. 


order to anſwer the Purpoſes of his Miniſtry, 
and at the ſame Time affirms that he ſuffered 
not for us Men, and for our Salvation, he 
ſays he knows not what. The Death of 
Chriſt was neceſſary, or it was not neceſſary; 


if it was neceſſary, ſome End was thereby to 


be obtained, and therefore his Death could 
not be avoided. The End of his Miniſtry was 
to reform Mankind ; but his Death, it ſeems, 
was neceſſary in order to anſwer the Pur- 
poſes. of his Miniſtry; the Reformation of 
Mankind is neceſſary to Salvation; therefore 


che Death of Chriff was ann to our 
Salvation. | 


And now we might juſtly diſmiſs this 
Subject ; but as our Author has ſomething to 
urge againſt the Miracles of the Apoſtles, we 
will endeavour to clear that Point, but will 
be as ſhort and condiſe as poſſible, 

The principal Deſign of our Author ſeems 
to be, to prove, that, fince there were different 
Sects or Parties in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 


the Power of working Miracles muſt have 
been 


97 


I 


| 
1 
1 
i 
L 
| 


95 


Page 109. 


—112, 


> ANSWER © M. Cusn. 
been exerciſed by al! Parties; or, that mira · 
culous Power was not exerciſed at all. 
Theſe Concluſions are drawn from Premiſe 
abſolutely falſe. For firſt, he ſuppoſes Men 
to be free from Pride and Paſſion, and not to 
be biaſſed by Intereſt or Diſaffection. Noy 
how theſe and the like Cauſes may deter. 
mine Men not to believe, though there might 
be clear and undoubted Evidence to per- 
ſwade them to it, we may thus briefly ſhe, 
Pride gives a Man too high an Opinion of 
himſelf, and fo leads him to deſpiſe the In- 
ſtruction of others. He thinks that his Mind 
is more enlarged, and that his Underſtanding 
is more comprehenſive than that of othe 
Men; and hence he ſets himſelf up as th: 
Patron of ſome Sect. He delights in No- 
veltics, but they muſt be of his own Inven- 
tion. Should his Opinions be oppoſed, I 


will foon determine how to act; he. wil 


his own Defence, or tamely ſubmit to be 


readily conclude, that he muſt enter up 


eſteemed a Fool: And to which of thet: 


he will incline, his Character fufficienth 
. declares. | 

Again, worldly Intereſt has a mighty It 
fluence upon our Minds. Riches and Ho- 
nour, Lordſhip and Dominion, are though 


ver 
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very agreeable and pleaſant ; they promiſe too 
much Happineſs to be deſpiſed ; and when 
we onee come to dote upon thoſe Enjoy- 
ments, that Dotage is not caſily to be re- 
moved. - We may uſe what Means we pleaſe, 
but 'tis a difficult Taſk to reaſons Men out. 

One Man may gain Applauſe by teaching 
one Doctrine; a ſecond may be admired for 
teaching another Doctrine. One Man may 
think it his Intereſt that this Doctrine may 
not be true; a ſecond may be ſo perſwaded if 
another Doctrine ſhould be falſe; and being 
thus prepared, they will ſoon ſtifle Convic- » 
tion, by ſuggeſting thoſe Things to the Mind 
which may divert it from thoſe Convictions 
of Truth, and ſeek to find out any Ways to 
diſgrace it. 121 | == 
Our. blefled Saviour himſelf hath told us, 
that the Ground of Unbelicf was not Want of 
Light, but thoſe to whom the Light came 
loved Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe John ii. 
their Deeds were evil: That they could not * 
believe-while they received Honour of one ano- john v. 
ther, and ſought not the Honour which was of A- 
God only : That the Reaſon why ſo few fol- 
lowed him, was, becauſe the Way was narrow, Mar. vii. 
and the Gate ſtraight which Men muſt go in at; ( 

O 


and 
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and therefore no wonder ſo few of the rich 
and proud Phariſees could get in at it; they 
were partly ſo ſwelled with an high Opinion 
of themſelves, and partly ſo loaded with their 
Riches, that they thought it was to no Pur- 


poſe for them * think of going in at ſo 


ſtraight a Gate, while they were reſolved to 
part with neither, That the final Ground of 
the Rejection of any, was not Want of Evi- 
dence to bring them to believe, nor Want of 
Readineſs in Chrift to receive them if they 
did, but it was a peeviſh, wilful, obſtinate, 

and malicious Spirit, that they would not come 
to Chrift, nor believe his Doctrine, (for thoſe 
import the ſame ;) but when the moſt con- 
vincing Miracles were uſed, they would ra- 
ther attribute them 7 tbe Prince of Devil, 
than to the Power of God. 

But it ſeems that both Parties had the 
Power of working Miracles; which has fo 
perplexed the Subject, that our Author knows 
not to which Party he may join himſelf with 
Safety. | 

To this we may obſerve, that though 
both Parties had the Power of working Mira- 
cles, yet both Parties could not poſſibly re- 
ceive their Power from God, The Queſtion 
therefore is, which of the Parties was aſſiſted 


Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION, 
by Heaven. And the ſhort Anſwer to this 
is, that Party which confeſſedly wrought the 


Greateſt Miracles. 

Now that the Miracles wrought by the 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, were ſuperor 
to thoſe wrought by their Antagoniſts, and 
that they were therefore wrought by a Power 
divine, is plainly evident. 


St. Peter being returned to Rome at the 
latter End of Nero's Reign, he found the 


Minds of Men otherwiſe diſpoſed than he 


expected, being prepoſſeſs d with the ſubtile 


Cheats and Devices of Simon the Magician, 
whereby he had gained ſo great Applauſe 
among the Vulgar, that he was eſteemed little 


leis than a Deity, and was in high Eſteem 


with Nero himſelf, who was a particular Fa- 
vourer of Magicians, and their Diabolical 
Arts. Now Peter's main Buſineſs was to un- 
maſk this vile Impoſtor, and lay open his 
prevaricating Tricks and Deluſions; for ef- 
fecting of that, there happened a very fit 
Occaſion, ſince delivered by Hegefippus the 
Younger, an Author of no ſmall Account, 
and Contemporary with Irene@us. There died 


101 


at this Time a young Gentleman near of Kin 


to the Emperor; for the raiſing of whom to 


Life the Conteſt was, between Peter and the 
O 2 Magician, 
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Magician, who being the Challenger, the 
Apoſtle (ſtrong in Faith) readily accepted the 
Challenge, and effected that by the Power of 
God, which the other could not by the 
Power of the Devil. The Sorcerer tho” thus 
baffled, and being in Danger of being ſtoned 
to Death, had not Peter's Charity and Gene- 
roſity reſcued him, had again the Preſump- 
tion, or Folly, to make another bold Under- 
taking, which was to ſee him fly up to Hea- 
ven; the Time being come, he takes his 
Flight from the Capitol ; but, his Artificial 
Wings him, he was brought to the 
Ground battered Bones and Bruiſes, 
which in Kc put an End to all his 
boaſted Fogeries, together with his wretched 
Life. 

Again, though the Devil and his Agents, 
had a Power of deluding the Multitude, yet 
Chriſtians had a Power whereby they obliged 
the Devil to confeſs that he was a. Devil, 
though he made the Heathens believe that he 
was a God “. 

In theſe Caſes then, how can an honeſt 
Man heſitate to which of the two he ſhall 
incline ? How can he not perceive the Finger 


* See Srilling fleet's Orig. Sacre. p. 255. 
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of God? And with what Diffigulty then is 
the Subject diſtreſſed } 

© Now that Miracles were wrought by Chri/t 


and his Apoſtles, is a Truth ſo clearly and 


ſtrongly atteſted, that it cannot be denied. 


Not only Chriſtians, but many of the Hea- 


thens, who lived in the firſt Ages of Chriſtia- 
nity, hops expended angny Directs they were 
wrought by Chriſtians, 

Hut laſtly, our Author has obſerved, that 
when onee a Man has wrought a Miracle, 
after that it will be in his own Power, or at 
his Choice, to make it a Miracle of Truth, or 
a Miracle of a Lie, or a Miracle of both; as 
it will be in his Power, and at his Choice, to 
promulge Truth, or Error, or þoth, after the 
working of ſuch Miracles, 

This will admit of a ſhort and aides 
ſwer. For whenever God permits a real Mi- 
racle to be wrought, he deſigns that Miracle 


__ 
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for ſome End; which End, in the preſent 


Caſe, is the Confirmation of ſome Doctrine. 
Now, whenever God inveſts a Man with ſuch 
a Power, he is concerned to ſee that that End 
be effectually ſecured, that is, that ſuch Power 
he no ways abuſed; for if it ſhould, that 
End could not poſſibly be obtained. But 
what is Man that he ſhould contend with 

God 
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God] Either therefore we muſt ſay that 
God, by giving to Man a Power to work a 
real Miracle, deprives himfelf of Power, or 
that he, retaining ſtill his Power, will effec. 
qually ſecure that Man from promulging Er- 
ror : The former is horrid Blaſphemy, the 
latter therefore muſt be granted, 

The Deſign of our Author's Preface ſeems 
to be to vilify and abuſe the Clergy in parti- 
cular, and the whole _ of Chriſtians f in 
general. | 

A late ingenious Author, it ſeems, has at- 
tempted to prove, that Chriſtianity is not 
tounded upon Argument, but upon thoſe di- 
vine Impreſſions that are made on Mens Minds 
concerning it. Now, if that Author ha; 
proved his Point, Mr. Chubb will engage to 
carry the Matter ſtill farther ; he will under- 
take to prove from thoſe Principles, that * 
Chriſtian Religion is not of God. | 

Mr, Chubb has not been ſo ingenuous as to 
give us his Opinion of his Author's Argu- 
ments in direct Terms, He tells us, however, 
that he thinks it muſt be allowed that the 
Author has treated the Subject with Openneſs 
and Freedom, and with a maſterly Hand; 
and has produced much more Reaſon and 


Argument for excluding Reaſon and Argu- 
ment 
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ment from Chriſtianity, than the Generality 
of Men are Maſters of; and hence he de- 
clares, that he thinks the Performance is by 
no Means deſpiſable, but is worthy the At- 
tention of our firſt-rate Divines. Theſe are Page 15 
Expreſſions very ſhrewed and ſuſpicious !' 


Expreſſions, which incline us to believe that 
our Author is in the fame Way of thinking. 


Eſpecially when we conſider, that he has 


taken Occaſion from hence to call upon the 
Clergy, not any longer to play faſt and looſe, 
as he calls it, in an Affair of ſuch Moment; 
but either, with this Author, wholly to diſ- 
charge Reaſon and Argument from Chriſtia- 
nity, or wholly to be guided by theſe in every 
Thing relating thereto. 

Every one muſt here ſee that our Author 
is endeavouring, by indirect Means, to ſet 
aſide the Articles of Faith; and to have us 
embrace the moral Part only of the Goſpel, 
And for this, good Man, he ſeems to be not 


a little concerned] For if there be any Doc- 


trines in the Goſpel, that are not founded 
upon Reaſon, ſuch as the Trinity, Incar- 
nation, Satisfaction, &c. then the Conſe- 
quence-will be that thoſe Doctrines, are not 
of God; and then the Promulger of them 


muſt be a Cheat and an Impoſtar ! 
To 
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To clear up this Matter, I obſerve, thay 
as the Eſſence of God is to us altogether In. 
conceiveable, ſo, when he makes a Declara- 
tion of his Will to Mankind, he may deliver 
ſuch Truths as are not to be conceived by 
our finite Underſtandings. So that, though 
we are not . blindly or inconſiderately to give 
our Aſſent to every Doctrine that may be 
above our Reaſon, yet being aſſured that any 
ably with-hold our Aſſent, becauſe we know 
that God cannot deceive us. 

Now the Evidence of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, given by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
we ſay, is rational. The Works, faith our Sa- 
viour, which the Father hath given me 15 
| finiſh, the ſame Works that I do, bear Wit- 
neſs of me that the Father hath ſent me. Again, 
he thus appeals to the Jews, ſearch the Scrip. 
tures, for in them ye think ye have Life, and 
they are they which teſtify of me. So that our 
Saviour requires not an implicit Faith, he 
commands not our Belief merely upon his 
zþſe dixit, but he appeals to our Senſes, he 
gives us a Reaſon for Conviction. The 
Force of his Arguments we have already 
conſidered, and ſhall apply them to our pre- 
ſent Buſineſs, which is to ſhew that Faith is 

grounded 
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grounded upon Reaſon. For, fince, as 1 
fad, whatever comes from God cannot poſſi- 
bly but be true, if ſtrong and ſufficient Ar- 


guments are produced to aſſure us that any 


particular Revelation is of God, it neceſſarily 
follows, that the Belief of that Revelation, 
and conſequently of every Doctrine it con- 
tains, is founded upon Reaſon. The Chri- 
ſtian Religion is founded upon Argument 
the Chriſtian Religion contains the Doctrines 
of the Trinity, Incarnation, Satisfaction, Cc. 


therefore thoſe Doctrines are founded upon 


Argument. 

But perhaps it will be aſked, what Room is 
there then for Faith? If we are convinced of 
the Truth of any Doctrine by Force of Ar- 
gument, how are we ſaid to believe that 
Doctrine ? To this I anſwer, that Reaſon, as 
contradiſtinguiſhed to Faith, is the Diſcovery 
of the Certainty or Probability of ſuch Pro- 
poſitions or Truths, which the Mind arrives 
at by Deduction made from ſuch Ideas which 
it has got by the Uſe of its natural Faculties, 
dix. by Senſation or Reflection. Faith, on 
the other Side, is the Aſſent to any Propoſi- 
tion, not thus made out by the Deductions of 
Reaſon, but upon the Credit of the Propoſer, 
as coming from God, in ſome extraordinary 

| P Way 
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Way of Communication. Thus are Faith 
and Reaſon clearly defined by Mr. Lock. 
And from hence we may ſee how ſome Doc- 
trines are Matters of Faith, though that Faith 
be grounded upon Reaſon. Many Propofi- 
tions there are, to the Certainty of which we 
give our Aﬀent, becauſe by. Reaſon we per- 
ceive the a of intermediate Ideas, 
and ſo are aſſiſted to draw infallible Inferences 
or Concluſions. Other Propoſitions there are, 
the Truth of which can never be diſcovered 
by the Deductions of our Reaſon: We can 
only be aſſured of their Truth from the Re- 
port of others. But before we can give our 
Aſſent, we muſt have ſufficient Proof that 
ſuch Report is true. S0 that, after all, we can 
never underſtand. the Propoſition itſelf, and 


therefore our Aſſent to it muſt be an Act of 


Faith. Upon the whole, we believe a Pro- 
poſition becauſe it has been reported to be 
true; we know that the Report is true, be- 
cauſe confirmed by Reaſon; therefore the Be- 
lief of that Propoſition is founded upon Rea- 
ſon. To apply this then to Chriſtian Faith. 
Our Saviour hath revealed to us many Truths 
not diſcoverable by Reaſon; he confirmed his 


divine Miſſion by many infallible Proofs ;, 
thoſe 


r 
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thoſe. Truths therefore muſt neceſſarily be 
believed. 

Whoever therefore ſhall preſume to cov] 
with Goſpel Myſteries, let them firſt (et aſide 
the Arguments whereby we prove the Diving 
Miſſion of our Saviour ; for' otherwiſe they 
refuſe their Aſſent to thoſe Truths which 
carry with them the higheſt Degree of Con- 
viction, v12. that of a Divine Revelation. 
Let not then our Author any longer ſug- 
geſt to the World, that in Matters of Faith 
we wholly diſcharge Argument and Reaſon, 
We keep it indeed within its due Bounds, 
and will not ſuffer it to remove our Faith, 
If it muſt be a judge of Truths revealed, 
after it has been aſſured that ſuch Truths 
have been revealed, we will give a Check to 
its Ambition, and aſſign it its proper Province. 

Here then we cannot but obſerve how 

unreaſonable it is to deny the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, merely becauſe they are in- 


- comprehenſible and inconceivable, We 


ought upon the ſame Principles to deny the 
Being of a God, to diſpute our own Exiſt- 
ence, to deny the Truth of Euclid's Propo. 
fitions, and to affirm that there is no ſuch 
Thing as Matter. Is then the Doctrine of 
the Trinity ſo myſterious that it cannot be 

* conceived ? 
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conceived ? and is it therefore to be denied? 


Taſk, is the Eſſence of God leſs difficult to 


be conceived ? or have we any clearer Idea 
of Eternity? If it ſhould be faid that though 
we have no Idea of Eternity, yet we cer- 
tainly know that that Attribute muſt belong 
to that Being who is the Cauſe of all Things ; 
whereas there appears no Neceſſity that there 
ſhould be three Perſons in the Godhead ; 
and therefore, though they are both alike in- 
conceivable, yet being fatisfied of the Cery 
tainty of the one by the Deductions of Rea- 
ſon, but not receiving ſuch Satisfaction con- 
cerning the other, they cannot equally chal- 
lenge our Aſſent; I will anſwer, that this is 
conſidering the Doctrine abſtraftedly from 
Revelation ; whereas we pretend not to prove 
it from natural Principles, but therefore be- 
lieve it becauſe it has been divinely revealed. 
The Idea of Eternity ſuppoſes the Exiſtence 
of a God, and the Belief of the Trinity, &c. 
ſuppoſes a divine Revelation. Now we might, 
I think, as juſtly take away the Cauſe upon 
which is founded our Idea of Eternity, as 

we might take away the Foundation of our 
Belief of the Trinity ; and then we ſhall find 
that we have as little Reaſon to aſſent to the 


one as to the other, For unleſs we ſuppoſe 
a God, 
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a God, what is it that we can ſuppoſe Eter- 
nal? Now the Reaſon why we believe a 
God, is, becauſe otherwiſe ſomething is pro- 
duced out of nothing : For the ſame Reaſon 
we believe the Revelation of his Son, becauſe 
otherwiſe ſomething, viz. Miracles, was pro- 
duced out of nothing. So that thoſe Doc- 
trines ſtand at leaſt upon the fame Foun- 
dation, 

But again, the Incarnation of the Son of God 
is inexplicable and unintelligible, and therefore 
pronounced incredible. I demand therefore, 
can we more eaſily explain the Union of Spirit 
and Matter, of Soul and Body ? Can we 
more eaſily conceive how the leaſt imaginable 
Subſtance ſhould be equal to another (of the 
fame or equal Baſe, and of the fame Alti- 
tude) whoſe Sides are protracted in infinitum ; 
that is, can we more eaſily conceive how 
ſomething finite ſhould be equal to ſomething 
infinite ? Have we any clear Idea of Exten- 
ſion ; or can we fully explain the infinite Di- 
viſibility of Matter? Do we perfectly under- 
ſtand the everlaſting Approximation and im- 
poſſible Concourſe of Aſymptotes? The 
Equality of all circular Angles of Contact; 
or the Affections of ſurd and irrational Quan- 


tities ? Theſe Things, though forcibly con- 
cluded 
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cluded to be true, are nevertheleſs inexpli- 
cable and unintelligible; yet we freely give 
our Aſſent to ſuch Propoſitions, and why 
ſhould divine Myſterics be more hardly 
treated? Why will we not turn our Satyr 
upon ourſelyes, and laugh at our own Ignoy 
rance, rather than ridicule thoſe Truths 
which have been revealed by God ? 
I am ſenſible that this Way of arguing 
will, by our Author, be termed Conjuration. 
He has ridiculouſly compared the Preacher, 
who thus expoſes the Obſtinacy of Unbe- 
lievers, to a Juggler upon the Stage; the 
Buſineſs of the one being to impoſe upon the 
Underſtandings of Men, and that of the other 
ta deceive their Senſes. The uſual Charge, 
ſays he, laid againſt the Freethinker, is, that 
in Things natural he gives his Aſſent to what 
he does not underſtand, though he refuſes 
the like Aſſent in Matters of Religion. This 
Charge, he is of Opinion, cannot be ſup- 
* 26 ported but by Craft and Baſeneſs. 
It will not be very difficult to expoſe this 
Writer's Ignorance in this particular, though 
he profeſſes himſelf to be wiſer than the reſt 
of his Fellow Creatures. The Preacher, ſays 
he, having laid down this Propoſition, vigz, 
that Mind acts upon Matter, and having ob- 
ſerved 
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ſerved. that to this the Freethinker gives his 
Aſſent; he then introduces another Propoſi- 
tion, viz. (how Mind acts upon Matter) and 
endeavours to convince his Audience that to. 
this likewiſe the Freethinker gives his Aſſent. 
But herein, fays he, is the Freethinker 


abuſed ; for he cannot give his Aﬀent to any 


Thing which he does not underſtand; he 


clearly and perfectly well underſtands this 
Propoſition, viz. that Mind acts upon Matter, 


and therefore gives his Aſſent to it ; but he 


does not underſtand how Mind acts upon 
Matter, and therefore cannot give his Aſſent 
to that Propoſition. 

To this I obſerve, firſt, that to diſtinguiſh 
the Propoſition. by the Particles that and how, 
is unpertinent and idle. And ſecondly, that 
to ſay that any one underſtands how Mind 
acts upon Matter, is a Compliment too great. 
to be paſſed upon any Mortal living, much. 
le upon a Man of Intellects ſo mean as Mr. 
Chubb's ; but then this is the very Reaſon 
why we do not underſtand this Propoſitions 
via. that Mind acts upon Matter. Our Author 
however has profeſſed that he clearly and 
perfectly well underſtands it; if fo tis great 
Pity but he. removes thoſe many Difficulties 
under which it labours. But, notwithſtand- 


ing 
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ing his Confidence, he will give us leave to 


| examine how he comes by his Knowledge. 


Now in order to underſtand a Propoſition 
thoroughly, we muſt have clear and poſitive 
Ideas of all the Terms contained in that Pro- 


_ poſition ; which, in the preſent Caſe, is al- 


together impoſſible. The Terms not to be 
underſtood in this Propoſition, are, Mind, and 
Matter. Should I be aſked what Idea I have 
of Spirit, I would fay, that my Ideas of it 
are Thinking and voluntary Motion. But 
would this ſatisfy my inquiſitive Interrogator ? 
By no Means. He would certainly aſk me 
farther, and what is it in which Thinking 
and voluntary Motion inheres ? And where” 
ſhall I now find an Anſwer ? Shall I tell him, 
in the Language of the Schools, eff Ens ſeve 
Res per ſe ſubſiftens, et ſubſtans Accidentibus? 
This would be ſaying, in Effect, that it is a 
Being, or Thing, or, in ſhort, ſomething, 
I know not what. And, however conver- 
ſant we may be with material Objects, we 
ſhall find the ſame Defect in our Ideas of 
Matter. For ſince we receive all our ſimple 


Ideas from Senſation only, we can never dif- 
cover the internal Conſtitution of Bodies, and 
therefore can have no clear and diſtinct Ideas 


of them. Who can explain Extenſion, or 
the 


” 
/ = 
* oo 


Enquiry concerning REDEMPTION. 
the infinite Diviſibility of Matter, and yet theſe 
are the Eſſential Properties of Body. In a 
Word, till our Author can give us ſome Idea 
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of Subſtance, let him not pretend to have 


any clear and diſtinct Ideas of thoſe Qualities 
which cannot exiſt without a Subſtance. If 
therefore he has, he can have no clear and 
poſitive Ideas of Mind and Spirit, how can 
he perfectly underſtand this Propoſition, viz. 
that Mind acts upon Matter. But if he un- 
derſtands not theſe Things, and yet aſſents to 
them, what Perverſeneſs does he diſcover, 
when he withholds his aſſent in Matters of 
Religion, merely becauſe they are above his 
Comprehenſion ! Juſt therefore and defen- 
ſible is the Charge laid againſt him; a 
Charge, ſo juſt indeed, that no Sophiſtry, 
no, not Partiality itſelf, can acquit him from 
the heinous Guilt which it ſuppoſes. 

But it ſeems that our Saviour hath de- 
clared that what he offered to the People 
was level to their Capacities, was what they 
were capable Judges of, independent of any 
foreign Aid; and therefore he addreſſed him- 
ſelf to their Underſtandings, and put this 
Queſtion to them, Tea, and why even of 
Jour ſelves judge ye not what is right ? 


* 6 I will 
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I will not ſay that our Author has uſed 
this Text to ſet aſide Myſteries in general; 
but ſince he has afterwards treated of Satiſ- 
Action, which is confeſſedly a Myſtery, and 
ſince this Text, thus interpreted, may be 
applied to ſuch Purpoſes, we think ourſelves 
concerned to give- the true and genuine In- 
terpretation thereof, | 
Me are to obſerve then, that in Matters 
relating to the Jewiſh Laws, the common 
People abided wholly by the Interpretation 
of the Chief Prieſts, the Scribes and Phariſees, 
Nay, fo infatuated were they, that to the 
Opinions of their Elders they blindly con- 
formed their own. Inſomuch that we find 
the Chief Priefts and Phariſees urging their 
Unbelief as a ſufficient Reaſon for the Un- 
belief of others. For when the Officers, 
whom they had ſent to apprehend Jeſus, re- 
John vii. turned, and told them, that never Man ſpake 
46-45. as be ſpake, they immediately replied, Are 
Ye alſo deceived? Have any of the Rulers or 
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2" of the Phariſees believed on him ? As if they 
1 had ſaid: Know ye not that we are more 
ſkilful in the Law than ye? Are not our 
Judgments more piercing than yours ? And 
are we not therefore more able to determine 
whether this Pretender be the Chriſt, or not? 

But 
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But we, ye know, reject him, as he is a 
vile Impoſtor. And will ye be ſo opinionated 


as to believe in him, in Oppoſition to our 
ſuperior Judgments ? 

No it came to paſs that our Saviour caft 
out 4 Devil that was dumb; and when the 
Devil was gone out the Dumb ſpake, and the 
People wondred. But ſome of them ſaid that 
be caft out Devils through Beelzebub the Prince 
of the Devils. Others, tempting bim, ſough# 
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vf him a' Sign from Heaven, Our Saviour Lake xi. 
takes this Opportunity to offer invincible Ar- 16. 


guments to prove that his Miracles were 
wrought by the Finger of God. His Diſcourſe 
being ended, he is invited, by a Phariſee, 
to Dinner. The chief Topic upon which he 
now infiſted was the Hypocriſy of the Pha- 


Ibid. 


riſees, for which they are ſharply cenſured Ibid. p. 
and reproved. And now much People be- 


ing gathered together, our Saviour expoſes the 
ſenſeleſs Demand of the Phariſees, who ſought 
of him Semeion rather than Dynamis, a Pro- 
digy rather than a Miracle; and that, after 
they had been Eye-Witneſles of a great and 


ſtupendous Miracle; a Miracle, which was 


nothing lefs than the deſpoiling the Devil of 
his Power, Others there were, who, though 
they were convinced that he was the true 


Q 2 Meſſiah, 
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Meſſiah, yet. dared not confeſs him openly ; 
they were too fond of earthly Glory, were 
too proud and haughty to be the Profeſſors 
of him who appeared in a Condition ſo ob- 
ſcure and mean. To theſe he thus ſpeaks ; 

Luke xii. I hoſoever ſhall confeſs Me befere Men, bim 
5, 9- ſhall the Son of Man alſo confeſs before the 
Angels of God. But he that denieth Me be- 
fore Men, 'ſhall be denied before the Angels of 
God. And, after ſame occaſional Diſcourſe, 
wid. y. he thus addreſſes himſelf to the People; When 
54-57. ye ſee a Cloud riſe out of the Weſt, frraight- 
zoay ye ſay, there cometh a Shower ; and ſo it 
is. And when ye ſee the Sauth Wind blow, ye 
ſay there will be Heat; and it cameth to paſs. 
Ye Hypocrites, ye can diſcern the Face of the 
Sky, and of the Earth : But how ts it that 
ye do not diſcern this Time? Tra, and why © 
even of yourſelves judge ye not what is right, 
| Which Words will admit of this Paraphraſe. 
| Ye eaſily perceive what will be the Effects 
of natural Cauſes, and how is it that ye per- 
ceive not that this is the Time, expreſſly 
foretold by God, wherein the Meſſiah ſhould 
appear? How is it, ſince the Character of 
the Meſſiah has fully been deſcribed, that ye 
perceive not that I am he? Is it becauſe ye 
will not be at the Pains to examining your 


Law, 
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Law, but had rather receive it upon the 
Word of others? Is it becauſe ye think it 
ſafer to ſtand by the Opinion of your Doc- 
tors, than to- the Judgments of your own 


Senſes ? Nay, but why will you be guilty of 
ſo much Abſurdity ? How much more com- 


mendable ! how much more ſafe is it that 
ye will dare to judge for yourſelves ! Let me 
then adviſe you to conſult the Writings of 
Moſes and the Prophets. By theſe I ſtand, 

or fall; if my Character will not agree with 
the Deſcription there gwen, then treat me as 
ye pleaſe ; but if it carreſponds therewith, ye 
will fully be convinced that I am the Ercho- 
menos, and then ye cannot reaſonably expect 
another, So that our Saviour does not inti- 
mate that his Doctrines, ſome of them at 
leaſt, were level to the Capacities of his 
Hearers, but only requires them to judge, of 
themſelves, whether he was the true Meſſiah 

or not. Ignorantly therefore, or baſely, has 

our Author miſrepreſented this Paſſage. But 


be it which it will, Ms 3 gay 57 for a 


Teacher of others, 

But laſtly, he has told us that Gris 
Kingdom is ſo far from being eſtabliſhed 
and ſupported by the Interpoſition of Civil 


Power, that, on the contrary, it has rather 
been 
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been annihilated thereby. This Part of hk 
Piſcourſe is a Libel againſt Church and State 
and nothing but the Meatmeſa of the Author 
can ſcreen him from the Puniſhment due to 
ſuch Aſſertions. 

The Church is certainly to be condemned, 
if to ſcreen itſelf from Perſecution, it con- 
forms its DoQrines to the ſinful Will of 


Princes, Princes are certainly to be blamed, 


if theyendeayour thus to corrupt the Church, 
If neither of theſe take Place, but the Church 
ſtill retains its Purity, and Princes convinced 
of that Purity, ſhall undertake to defend its 
Rights, how Chriſtianity can be annihilated 
thereby is very difficult to be conceived, But 
that our Author would not be miſtaken in 
neſs of Chriſtians proceeds from hence, viz, 
t Chriſt's Kingdom, is become the King- 
doms of this World, meaning, according to 
his Argument, that Chriſtians are therefore 
wicked becauſe ſupported by Civil Power. 
But, to clear our Church and State, I ob- 
ſerve further, that to be founded in Civil 
Policy, and to be ſupported by Civil Power, 
is altogether different. The Laws of Englam! 
are not delivered as Chriſtian Duties, but are 
* intended to ſecure the Profeſſors of Chri- 

ſtianity 
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Rianity from the Perſecutions of wicked and 
deſigning Men, 

I demand therefore, can an Engliſhman be 
a ſincere Chriſtian or not? Is he at Liberty - 
to practice the Precepts of the Goſpel and 
not ' obliged thereby to violate the Laws of 
his Country, or is he not ? If he is, then to 
what Purpoſe is it maintained, that Cs 
Kingdom is annihilated by the Interpoſition 
of Civil Power ? If he is not, then why did 
dur Author trouble himſelf to tell us what is 
true Chriſtianity, and what is not? | 

When he tells us that the Civil Power is 
the Ground and Reaſon of a Chriſtian's Be- p,,, 22. 
haviour; and in another Place that Autho- 
rity is aſſumed by Church and State to direct 
and influence the Underſtandings and Con- 
ſciences, the Affections and Actions of Chri- pa gr : 
ſtians, would not one think chat he is ſpeak- 
ing of the Church of Rome, or of the Reli- 
. and not of that pus 

of primitive Chriſtianity, that Bul- 
wark of the Reiſorination, the Church of 
England ! Civil Power is ſo far from being 
„ AJ the Ground and Reaſon of our Behaviour, as 
f 7 Chriſtians, that we therefore pay Obedience 
e ſo chearfully to the Civil Power, becauſe we 
4 are Chriſtians, But it ſeems that the Church 
3 
; has 
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has entered into a ſtrict Alliance offenſive and 


defenſive, with the State, againſt poor Man- 
kind, merely that it might enjoy worldly 


Grandeur and Magnificence. I ſuppoſe that 


the Church may retain its Purity, though-not 
expoſed to Perſecution ; and therefore to ſup- 
poſe that a Biſhop, or an inferiour Clergy- 
man, is wholly influenced by Ambition, and 
that upon this Foundation only, becauſe they 
are ſupported in their juſt Rights by the Civil 
Power, is ſomething ſo monſtrous, as is not 
to be parallel'd. Whatever Power is exer- 
ciſed by either, that Power is given them by 
God. Biſhops were ordained by the Apo- 
on to govern the Church, and keep up Or- 

der. They exerciſed their Authority, long 
before the Emperors ſubmitted their Scepters 
to the Scepter of QMriſt. At length they alſo 
were converted; and ſo Kings became the 
nurſing Fathers, and Queens the nurſing Mo- 
thers of the Church. 

The outward Splendor of the Church, 
conſequent upon this Union, - hath. fo far 
raiſed our Author's Envy that he cannot en- 
dure the Thoughts of rejoycing with her ; 


but has perverſely, obſerved, that the Diſciple 
is not above his Maſter, nor the Servant above 
bis Lord; tis ſufficient that the Diſciple be as 


hts 
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bis Maſter, and the Servant as his Lord. 
And if fo, then this Enquiry, he thinks, 1s 
very natural, viz. what Reſemblance is there 
betwixt guilded Mitres, lawn Sleeves, em- 
broidred Copes, or Scarlet Hoods, and the 
plain, ſeamleſs Coat of Teſus Chriſt. But he Cage 31. 
ſhould likewiſe have conſider'd, that tis not 
the outward Apparel, but the inward Diſpo- 
ſition of the Heart, that God reſpects ; and 
ſurely there may be as much Humility in 
an Archbiſhop, as in the meaneſt Peaſant ! 
Upon the whole, I cannot conceive why 
our Author ſhould be fo enraged, that the 
Church is ſupported by the Interpoſition of 
Civil Power, unleſs it be, that we are there- 
by ſecured from the Jaws of thoſe Wolves of 
Prey, who lay in wait to devour us. His 
ill-natured Snarls cannot but put me in Mind 
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* of a wild Beaſt that howls and roars, becauſe 

ll it is diſappointed of its Prey. 

3 But in the laſt Place, when he accuſes the 

h Clergy and the common People of acting 

a. contrary to their Profeſſon, he muſt be told pige 2; 
wy that he is not a competent judge of the 


Matter. He ought not to judge by outward 


" Appearances, but by the Diſpoſitions of the 
Mind; with which as he cannot be ac- 


4s Fa R quainted, 
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quainted, I will aſk him, with St. Paul, 
who art thou that Judgeft another? 

When he triumphs in the Wickednefs of 


chan, and boaſts that Lice non art 


their Affections by his Laws, Chriſt's King- 


Ibid, 


the Subjects of Chriſt but thoſe who govern 


dom is not of that great Extent which it 
may be thought to be, as containing all, or 
almoſt all Europe, and Part of ia, Africa, 
and America, which makes a great Sound, 
but muſt be reduced into a much narrower 
Comipaſs ; when, I fay, he thus triumphs, it 
argues great Weaknefs and Impiety in him- 


If. *Ths a Scene which ſhould deject, but 


ought not to elate our Hearts! Tis a Scene 


which may move our Pity; but, to a gene- 


tous Mind, can never be the Cauſe of fecret 

gatisfaction! However, he may poſſibly be 
miſtaken in his Account; the World may 
not be quite ſo wicked as he has fepreſented 
it. A wiſer, and much better Man than 
this Writer, even Elijah, was, in this very 
Matter greatly miſtaken, He pathetically 
complains that he was the only true Servant 
of the ling God; but he was told, har 
there were lift in 72 ſeven Thouſand Men, 
all the "Kines which Had not bowed unto 
Baal, 
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2 and every Mouth which had not kiſſed * 


2 be the World as anicked as it will, let 
the true Cauſe of that Depravity be aſſign d. 
And I am perſuaded that, upon an impartial 
Enquiry, we ſhall find, that it is owing, not 
to the Support which Chriſtianity receives 
from the Civil Power, but to the ſhameful 
Ignorance of Men. 'They are not Chriſtians 
upon Principle, they receive its Doctrines 
upon Credit, they are therefore Chriſtians 
becauſe it is the Faſhion of their Country , 
and therefore no wonder is it that they are 
little better than other Men. 

To conclude : *Tis certain that no Men 
can be compared with ſincere and upright 
Chriſtians, for ſpotleſs Lite, and Exemplari- 
neſs of Manners; no one can ſtand in Com- 
petition with him who believes the Doctrines 
of his Lord, and therefore conforms his Life 
to his Example. How far then our Author 
is chargeable with confirming Men in Wick- 
edneſs, let every honeſt Man determine, 

But before I diſmiſs this Subject, I muſt 
beg Leave to add a Word or two by way of 


Exhortation, 
Is then the Fall of Adam too plainly evi- 


dent to be denied ? And is the Corruption 
R 2 of 
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of his Poſterity, conſequent upon Adam's 


Fall, eaſily to be accounted for from natural 
Cauſes ? Why will we preſume to ſtand 
upon our own Bottom ? Is it not poſſible 
for Man, of himſelf, to do any good Work ? 
Upon what Ground then are his Expectations 
of an happy hereafter founded ! Was it ne- 
ceſſary that Adam ſhould, upon the Com- 
miſhon of Sin, have been immediately cut 
off ! Or that his Poſterity ſhould be regene- 


rated, or born again? And was it neceſſary 


that God himſelf ſhould become incarnate, 
ſhould take upon him our Nature, and ſuffer 
Death upon the Croſs, in order to bring the 
Race of Adam to himſelf? How then can 
we refuſe to give him the ſmall Tribute of 
our Thanks and Praiſe ! Should we then 
venture to deny the Sufficiency of that Sacri- 
fice which was offered upon the Croſs for 
us Men, and our Salvation, let us firſt be 
fully ſatisfied that we may poſſibly be ſaved 
upon our own Account! For otherwiſe, 
what a dreadful Scene will a future Judg- 
ment be ! With what Terrors ſhall we be 
leiced, when the laſt Trump ſhall ſound an 
Alarm! With what Amazement ſhall we 
behold our Judge] And what will our falſe 
Wit avail us now! We here deſpiſed his 

Mercy, 
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Mercy, we muſt now endure, his Wrath. 
The Day of Grace is paſt, and Mercy is 
turned into Judgment ! Cries and Tears, 


ſhall now in vain break forth, the Sentence 
is paſt, and it can never be recalled ! Will 
we, to avert it, plead the Want of Evidence? 
This will arraign the Judge of Injuſtice, en- 
creaſe our Guilt, and n us deeper into 
Condemnation, - 

As for ſuch as profeſs to believe in Grift, 
but in Works deny him; let them ſeriouſly 
reflect what a mighty Scandal they are to our 
Religion ; and let them conſider that of all 
Men they are moſt liable to be deluded into 
Infidelity, which is only another Word for 
Atheiſm. Are we then unacquainted with 
the Arguments whereby Chriſtianity is de- 
fended, let us inſtantly endeavour to in- 
form our Judgments, that we may be able, 
to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, 
to baffle the Attempts made by the Enemies 
of our Faith, Ye have heard that Miracles 
are convincing Proofs, ſufficient Evidences of 
a divine Teſtimony ; let not then every little 
Cavil or Objection, that is raiſed through 
Envy or Deſign, be able to ſhake our Faith, 
or remove the Foundation whereon we ſtand, 
If our Religion contains Myſteries not to be 

conceived, 
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conceived, till we are ſo wiſe as fully to ac- 
count for Things natural, let us not be ſo 
foolith as to deny Things ſpiritual, Let us 
not, that we may be thought Men of char 
Heads,” and deep Penetration, renounce thay 
Religion which will be our only Support at 
the great Day of Trial, Believe it, our In- 
fidels are the weakeſt Men, at leaſt, they are 
the unfaireſt Reaſoners; of this our Author 
is a notable Inſtance ; throughout his Work 
we find not one Text of Scripture honeſly 
interpreted, not one Argument fairly ſtated, 
Thereby has he made himſelf a ftanding 
Monument of the Ruins of human Nature, 
and fo is an undenjable Proof of that Doc- 
trine, which yet perverſely he denies. 

Sceing then that ye are encompaſſed on all 
gides with Dangers great and many, be ye 
ſteadfaſt and unmoveable, encreaſ and grow 
in Faith; quench. not the Spirit, deſpiſe not 
Prophecies: And that your Lives may be 
an Ornament to your Profeſſian, frequently 
meditate on the Day of Judgment ; judge 
yourſelves, that ye be not judged of the 
Lord, God grant that we may ſo think of 
the Day of Judgment beforchand, that, when 
the Son of Man ſhall come with Power and 
great Glory, nor Immortality, nor Infidelity, 


Evil 
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evil Practices, or vile Opinions, may cauſe us 

to be terrified at the Sight; but that we may 
exult and triumph, our Virtue being com- 
mended, and our Faith approved; and that, 

in Conſequence thereof, we may be admitted 

into the Joy of our Lord, through the Merits þ | _ 
of him, who died for our Sins, and roſe- 7 
again for our Juſtification, 


To Him, FATHER, SON, and Hor v 
Gos r, Three Perſons, and One God, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, 
and Glory, Might, Majeſty, Dominion, 
and Power, now, from henceforth and 
for evermore. Amen, | 
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N that Part of my Anfwer where I con- 
I ſider what would be the natural Conſe- 
-* quence of Sin, with Regard to ſuch a 
Creature as Man, I had faid, * Appetites 
* and Paſſions no doubt he had of different 
Kinds; ſome inclining him to Good, and 
« others, to the Commiſſion of Evil.“ If 
this be true, it may poſſibly be objected, that 
this is charging God with Injuſtice; inaſ- 
much as he was the Author of natural Evil, 
which was the Foundation and Cauſe of 
moral Evil. I think it neceſſary to remove 
the Force of this Objection, which, I ap- 
prehend, will be done by obſerving ; firſt, 
that the Paſſions are the Springs of human 
Action; and ſecondly, that Freedom belongs 
not to the Will, but to the Underſtanding. 
Now it being abſolutely impoſſible to do any 
thing, but what is firſt wed; if our Will 
is moved by our Paſſions, it follows, that 
had Man been created with no other Paſſi- 
ons, than ſuch as inclined him to Good, he 
muſt have been 7zmpecrable. But then though 

» he 


ENI 
he was ſometimes inclined to do Evil, yet 
was he at Liberty to chuſe, or to refuſe; his 
Underſtanding could inform him how he 
ought to act; and that Faculty not being at 
all affected by the Paſſions, it was in his 


Power to cheriſh and indulge, or to check 
their Importunities, as he pleaſed ; and there- 


fore the Juſtice of God is liable to no Kind 


of Imputation. It was ſufficient that Man 


was created perfect in his Kind; it was ſuffi- 
cient that he had a Power of preſerving his 


- Innocence, notwithſtanding any Temptations 
- to tranſgreſs his Duty. He was placed in a 


State of Probation; and was not admitted to 
enjoy that perfect Happineſs, for which he 


was deſigned, till he had proved himſelf 


worthy thereof, When therefore it was 
ſufficiently evident that Virtue was Man's 
Choice; when the Time of his Probation 
was fully expired ; thoſe Paſſions which had 
inclined him to tranſgreſs, were entirely re- 
moved; and ſo Man became impeccable for 
ever. Righteous therefore art thou, O Lord 
in all thy Works ! Juſt and true are thy 


Ways, O King of Saints l 


But becauſe this is an Argument that 


ſtrikes at the Root of Infidelity, that will at 
once cut off all the Arguments of the Ene- 


mice 
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mics to Revelation, I would willingly ſtate 
it, as to free it from every the leaſt Objec- 
tion. And this, I think, may be thus done; 
Man was created with Paſſions inclinable to 
Good or Evil. Now, as thoſe Paſſions were 
the Springs of Action, if he once inclined to 
Evil, we cannot be at a Loſs to gueſs what 
would be his future Conduct: His Determi- 
nations were contrary to the Dictates of right 
Reaſon, he would therefore never after liſten to 
its Voice, His State of Probation muſt there- 
fore now be ended; and conſequently he muſt 
continue to act, or at leaſt to think wickedly 
for ever. Eſpecially, if we conſider farther, 
that Reaſon itſelf could never after interpoſe 
in his Behalf, &c. pag. 62. Tis not an old 
quaint Proverb of our Author's, Burnt Child 
dreads the Fire, that will ſet this Argument 
aſide: For this Proverb ſuppoſes that the 
Puniſhment due to Sin is temporary; whereas 
we have ſufficiently proved that it muſt be 
eternal; or that an infinite Load of Wrath 
muſt be endured at once, However, had I 
let my Argument paſs as it was at firſt ſtated, 
it could not (though falſe) have been ob- 
jected to by our honeſt Enquirer, ſince he 
has declared, that none were ever more eaſily 
betrayed into Sin than our firſt Parents. He 
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muſt ſuppoſe that the Power given them to 
withftand Temptations was very weak.; and 
then the Goodneſs of God will very hardly 
be defended, Indeed, what the Nature of 
their Sin was can never be explained, till 


we can cettainly know the Nature of the 


Tree of Knowledge; and therefore we can 
never know the Strength of that Temptation, 
which brought about/ their Ruin. Strong, 
no doubt, it was; or ſe great a Degree of 
Perfection could never have been deſtroyed 
thereby. But, I muſt remember, that there 
is nothing ſo difficult, but Regſon can eaſily 
make it clear ! 

Again, Page 37. I had ſaid, „A future 
« State muſt be deduced from the moral At- 
© tributes of God; and thoſe Attributes can 
© be diſcovered only a Peſteriori; that is, 
we cannot judge of what God will do here- 
after, but from that which he has already 
ated, This is the Foundation of my Argu- 
ment againſt the Certaiuty of a future State 
of Rewards. A late Writer has obſerved, - 
that * Atheiſm cannot upon theſe Principles 


© be confuted : For, ſays he, if you fay that 


God has exiſted from all Eternity, without 
any Cauſe; Spinoza, with equal Force of 
F Argument will aſſert that the World has 

© exiſted 
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* exiſted from all Eternity, without any 
Cauſe.“ I apprehend, however, that this 
will not affect my Argument; becauſe, all 


Arts and Sciences have their known Originals; 


and may be traced to there firſt Authors, 


which ſufficiently proves that the World can- 


not be eternal. And the Suppoſition of fre- 
quent -Deluges, the only poſſible Way of 
evading the Force of this Argument, is ſuf- 
ficiently confuted by Pearſon upon the firſt 
Article of our Creed; where the Reader 
may ſee much more to this Purpoſe, de- 
livered with great Strength and Perſpicuity, 
If I may be permitted to ſpeak after ſo great 
a Man, I would beg leave to offer one Ar- 
gument to confute this wild Opinion, drawn 
from Phyſical Aſtronomy ; and it is this. 
Whatever has exiſted from all Eternity, 
muſt be independent ; and may therefore of 
itſelf exiſt to all Eternity, But if any Thing 
cannot of itſelf exiſt to all Eternity, it can- 
not be independent; and, conſequently; can- 


not have exiſted from all Eternity, If there- 


fore it can be proved that the World cannot 
af itſelf exiſt to all Eternity, we may ſafely 
conclude, that it cannot have exiſted from 
all Eternity. And in order to this we pre- 
miſe the following Lemmata. 

Firſt, 
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Firſt, The Planets are retained in their 
Orbits by a Force which tends to the Sun, 
and at equal Diſtances acts equally, and at 
unequal Diſtances is always inverſly as the 
Squares of thoſe Diſtance. Newt. Princ. 
Lib. III. Prop. II. 

Secondly, The Areas deſcribed by Bodies 
revolving round a Center, in which the Cen- 
tripetal Force is placed, are proportional to 
the Time in which they are deſcribed. Newt. 
Princ. Lib. I. Prop. I. 

Thirdly, If the Squares of the Periodical 
Times are to one another as the Cubes of 
the Diſtances, the central Forces will be in- 
verſly as the Squares of the Diſtances, New. 
Princ, Lib, I. Prop. IV, 

 Fourthly, If the Central Forces are in any 
other Ratio than inverſly as the Squares of 
the Diſtances, thoſe Badies cannot deſcribe 
Curves returning into themſelves. Grav. 
Lib. I. Par. III. Cap. XVIII. 

We are therefore to prove, that the Squares 
of the Periodical Times of the Bodies in our 
Solar Syſtem, will not always be as the Cubes 
of their Diſtances ; that is, that their central 
Forces will not always be inverſly as the 
Squares of their Diſtances ; that is, that ſome 
Time ar other, the Centripetal Force will 

be 
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de greater than the Centrifugal, or the Cen- 


trifugal greater than the Centripetal; in either 
of which Caſes, our Syſtem can no longer 


de preſerved. 

Now the Actions of Bodies upon one 
other proceeding from Gravity, are as the 
Quantities of Matter in the attracting Bodies 
directly, and as the Squares of the attracting 
_ See the attracted Body inverſly. 

tity of Matter in 3.250 
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Let now Saturn and Jupiter be in Con- 
junction. The Action of theſe Bodies upon 
each other will be as 1 to 222. Wherefore 
the Gravity of Saturn towards the Sun will 
be encreaſed Part. And if we conſider 


that Jupiter at the ſame Time draws the Sun 
towards himſelf, that is towards Saturn, we 
| ſhall find that the Gravity of Saturn towards 


the Sun will be farther encreaſed. 

Again, the Gravity of Jupiter towards the 
Sun, will in this Caſe, as appears from Cal- 
culations made upon the Principles juſt now 
laid down, be diminiſhed, —— Part. 

Let Jupiter and Mars be in Conjunction: 
It will be found by the Rules before laid 
down, that the Gravity of Mars towards the 
Sun will, by the Action of Jupiter, be dimi- 

niſhed, 


Graveſande, Lib. N. C , VV. 
No though theſe Perturbations are very 
ſmall; and ſo in 4 great Number af Revolu- 


Auons they ſcarce become ſenſible, yet Pertur- 
bDations they are, which muſt in Time be- 


tome ſenſible. Conjunctions of the Planets 


will ſometimes. happen; and whenever that 5 


is the Caſe, the Gravity of the ſuperior one 
towards the Sun will be encreaſed, and that 
of the other diminiſhed 2 Conſequently the 
Squares of the Periodical Times cannot be as 
the Cubes of. the Diſtances exactly; theres 
fore the Central Forces cannot be exactly in 
a reciprocal duplicate Ratio of the Diſtances, 
therefore in a few Yeats, I ay d few; when 

compared with Eternity, the Centrifugal Force 
will greatly overcome the Centripetal, or the 
Centripetal, Forte will greatly overcome the 
Centrifugal; in either of which Caſes our 
Syſtem can no longer be preſerved, And 
therefore as it cannot of itſelf exiſt to all 
Eternity, it cannot have exiſted from all 
* L E. D. 
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